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Editor’s Notes
Mind Your Faith Magazine is the result of a shift in how we decided to use the 
Mind Your Faith website. Since both Luke Moyer and I are adding biblical content 
to the congregational websites for which we work, we have decided to use Mind 
Your Faith as a way to share a monthly magazine (well, e-zine really) in which 
we will publish additional materials. The magazine will be free, available for both 
online viewing and for pdf download. 

Our purpose is to encourage a biblical worldview, promote solid biblical inter-
pretation, and find practical applications for our lives. We wanted to do this in an 
attractive, readable format rather than just posting articles on a blog or website. 

We believe this will help us to expedite the use of our website while continuing to 
produce materials for the congregations with which we labor. Thank you for your 
encouragement and prayers. Our goal is to glorify God, encourage others in their 
faith, and reach out to the lost. 

Most of the content (articles, charts, etc.) on Mind Your Faith Magazine will be 
produced by Doy and Luke. We will incorporate articles from Forrest D. Moyer 
(Doy’s father), and will also use materials from others as is seen fit. The length of 
each issue may change depending on various factors, but our plan is to produce 
something on a regular basis. 

Doy works with the Vestavia church of Christ in Vestavia, AL. Sermons and arti-
cles are available at http://www.vestaviachurchofchrist.com/

Luke works with the Stanley Avenue church in Andalusia, AL. Their website is 
found at http://www.stanleyavenuecoc.org/

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us here: http://www.min-
dyourfaith.com/contact-us.html
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When God first introduced His will to 
the Pharaoh of Moses’ day, the Pharaoh 
was not aware of who Yahweh was. Mo-
ses himself was at a bit of a loss earlier 
and asked for help in explaining God to 
Israel. God’s defined Himself as “I AM 
Who I AM.” Understanding God is im-
portant. Our understanding of the di-
vine will determine what we believe is 
right and wrong, how we interact with 
others, and the behaviors we accept 
and practice. The prime difference be-
tween all religions and worldviews is in 
their understanding of who God is. 

We can learn some important facets 
about God’s character by His respons-
es to both Israel and Pharaoh. To Israel, 
God chose to define Himself as the I AM. 
God wants them to know that He is sin-
gular of purpose and action. His righ-
teousness and holiness is unwavering. 
His knowledge and wisdom is timeless. 
His being is reliable and secure. The Is-
raelites needed to know that God is a 
secure and powerful savior who knows 
their needs and can save them from 
their slavery. The I AM is very comfort-
ing to those who are crying out to Him 
for help. 

To the Pharaoh God gives a different 
approach. When the Pharaoh asks about 

God, God responds in harsh judgment. 
Pharaoh’s question was not humble in-
quiry. His response to Moses exudes 
arrogance and defiance. To those look-
ing to challenge God, they face a differ-
ent application of the I AM. The I AM is 
terrifying when He comes in judgment. 
God does not feel the need to extend 
an explanation to Pharaoh. The king’s 
heart was already hard. Of such a per-
son God still expects obedience. Only 
through God’s testing will a heart be 
revealed as cold stone or malleable clay. 

The important application of this story 
in Exodus is to consider our own hearts 
when we ask the question: Who is God? 
If we are genuinely seeking to know 
the Creator, then He will make Himself 
known in a way which we can find true 
comfort and refuge. If, however, we ask 
about God in order to contradict and 
revile His nature, then God will simply 
respond in terrifying judgment. 

The I AM is ultimately revealed 
through Jesus. When Jesus claims the 
status as the I AM, our hearts are chal-
lenged. Will we accept Jesus’ sacrifice 
and pattern of service, or question His 
authority and Lordship, seeking only 
our own preeminence?

Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice?
Luke Moyer

I AM WHO I AM

Exodus 3:14
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Enoch is a great example 
of a man of faith. We know 
him as one of the two indi-
viduals whom God took from 
the earth. We know very lit-
tle about the man himself. 
This is, perhaps, perfectly 
appropriate. It does not mat-
ter what else Enoch was like; 
he exemplified the faith God 
wants, and thats what defines 
him. This should highlight the 
little we do know about him. 

All we are told in Genesis 
5 is that Enoch walked with 
God. This is also stated of 
Noah. We know that Noah’s 
walk included obedience, 
holiness, and patience. Why 
did God take Enoch but not 
Noah? We learn that God has 
plans to accomplish through 
each person. Noah’s job was 
to build an ark to save man-
kind. Enoch had a different 
purpose. Enoch stands as a 
marker of faith that shows 
that God will also take us 
home when we finish our own 

walk. 
The Hebrew writer high-

lights men of faith in chapter 
11 whose faith impacted their 
death. Abel died for his faith, 
and through faith his voice 
lives on. Enoch, for his faith, 
did not die. Noah’s faith pre-
served his life and the world’s. 
The list goes on. But the story 
of Enoch is where the writer 
chooses to include verse 6 
that we know so well. Enoch’s 
walk with God pleased Him. 
All who please God follow the 
same pattern of Enoch:

Enoch’s faith challenged 
him to pursue God. For us to 
please God we must come to 
Him. Paul spoke in Acts 17:27 
that God has made Himself 
available to all who would 
seek for Him. God leaves just 
enough room for doubters 
and for believers. God will 
not force faith on us. We must 
become convinced of the ev-
idence for God and pursue 
Him. The more we seek God, 

the more He will come to us. 
Enoch’s faith pursued God to 
the point that God took him. 
This example holds true for 
us when we complete the 
tasks which God has assigned 
to us.

Enoch’s faith believed that 
God exists. We know nothing 
about God’s personal inter-
action with Enoch. We know 
the garden was closed to 
all, and that God no longer 
walked with man like He used 
to. Enoch’s faith was so fully 
convinced of God’s existence 
that when he walked, he ac-
knowledge God with him.

Enoch’s faith anticipated a 
reward. This is not arrogance. 
Enoch walked with God for 
300 years. This is five times 
the length of time we might 
expect to walk with God. His 
patience and utter dedication 
to God was spurred by faith 
in his reward. We can antic-
ipate the same reward if we 
will seek God like Enoch.

Seeking God
Faith Like Enoch

“For he who comes to God must believe that He is and He is a re-
warder of those who seek Him.” - Hebrews 11:6
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“In the beginning God creat-
ed the heavens and the earth” 
(Genesis 1:1). Thus begins 
the biblical understanding of 
God. This is not a formal ar-
gument for God’s existence. 
The Bible assumes that God’s 
existence is a given, and the 
rest of creation owes its ex-
istence to the power and sov-
ereignty of God. “For since 
the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes, His eter-
nal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly seen, being 
understood through what has 
been made, so that they are 
without excuse” (Rom. 1:20). 

There is much misunder-
standing about who God is, 
though this is nothing new. 
When Moses came to Pharaoh 
telling him to let God’s peo-
ple go, Pharaoh replied, “Who 
is Yahweh that I should obey 
His voice to let Israel go? I do 

not know Yahweh, and be-
sides, I will not let Israel go” 
(Exod. 5:1-2). Pharaoh had 
no idea who he was dealing 
with. In his mind, Yahweh 
was a lesser being who didn’t 
deserve to be respected to 
trusted. 

Denials of God often entail 
straw-manning God, making 
God out to be a character un-
known to Scripture, or bring-
ing God down to a level no 
greater than humans. Once 
this is done, God is easily dis-
missed, for who wants to be-
lieve in a god who is no wiser 
and no more knowledgeable 
than humans? When unbe-
lievers mockingly speak of 
“the flying spaghetti monster” 
or something similar, they 
have only shown that they 
are like Pharaoh in that they 
do not know who God real-
ly is. Believers should not try 

to defend a caricatured ver-
sion of God. Rather, believers 
find themselves in a situa-
tion much like Paul’s when he 
went into Athens and had to 
begin talking about “the un-
known God” (Acts 17:22-31). 

“Who has measured the wa-
ters in the hollow of His hand,

And marked off the heav-
ens by the span,

And calculated the dust of 
the earth by the measure,

And weighed the moun-
tains in a balance

And the hills in a pair of 
scales?” (Isaiah 40:12)

Who is this God? While the 
God of Scripture is beyond 
anyone’s full understanding, 
there are many attributes re-
vealed. It is beyond the scope 
here to try to catalogue them 
all, but there are a few initial-
ly of which people should be 

Who is God?
Doy Moyer

“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell Me, if you have understanding” (Job 38:4). 
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aware. Some will be grouped 
for the sake of brevity. How-
ever, the attributes and char-
acteristics of God should be 
viewed as a whole, not simply 
parted out as separate piec-
es. Every aspect of who God 
is should be understood as 
consistent with all else that is 
known about Him. For exam-
ple, God’s justice and ability 
to judge should be seen as 
consistent with His power, 
wisdom, and knowledge. 

First, God is the Creator  
(Acts 17:24), and as the Cre-
ator, He has the right to com-
mand, to expect obedience, 
and to be respected and hon-
ored for who He is. This also 
means that He is all-power-
ful and has the ability to do 
“far more abundantly beyond 
all that we ask or think” (Eph. 
3:20). Any version of God that 
denies this power is not fairly 

dealing with the biblical God. 

Second, God is the God of 
all wisdom and knowledge. 
 Paul exclaimed, “Oh, the 
depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! How unsearchable 
are His judgments and un-
fathomable His ways!” (Rom. 
11:33). God will always know 
far more than any human, 
and He will always be able to 
exercise His knowledge and 
power according to the great-
est possible wisdom. A con-
ception of God that will not 
allow for His vast wisdom and 
knowledge as being far supe-
rior to what any human can 
understand will be flawed. 

“Where were you when I laid 
the foundation of the earth?

Tell Me, if you have under-
standing” (Job 38:4). 

Third, God is a God of love, 
goodness, and holiness. 
 “God is love” (1 John 4:16). 
He is a holy God in whom 
there is no sin (Lev. 11:44). 
God is the standard of all 
that is good and right. He is 
not accountable to a high-
er standard of goodness, for 
there can be no more higher 
standard than He. Any view of 
God that sees Him as amena-
ble to something higher than 
Himself is faulty. Further, all 
that He does will be consis-
tent with love, goodness, and 
holiness. 

Fourth, God is just and 
has the right to judge. 
 Sin is a violation of the na-
ture and glory of God (Rom. 
3:23). Being holy, God could 
not overlook all the sin. Even 
people call for justice when 
wrong is done. Consistent 
with who He is, there must be 
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a reckoning for the problem of 
sin. As judge of all the earth, 
He will do what is right (Gen. 
18:25). God brings judgment 
and justice because sin can-
not stand in His presence. 
This is His right to determine, 
and any understanding of God 
that will not acknowledge this 
will be faulty. 

Fifth, God is a God of fel-
lowship. That is, His nature is 
relational and He desires fel-
lowship. This aspect of God 
helps us better understand 
two vital teachings of Scrip-
ture: 1) That God is triune. 
Scripture teaches that the Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit are 
fully divine and are one in 
all things; 2) That God, who 
made mankind in His image, 
has reached out in order to 
maintain a relationship with 
those whom He has made. Sin 

breaks fellowship, so when 
sin entered the world (Gen. 
3), God put into effect His 
plan to allow sinful humans 
to be forgiven and come back 

into fellowship with Him. This 
plan culminated in the death 
and resurrection of the Son, 
Jesus Christ, and the gospel 
message is the proclamation 
of the grace and forgiveness 
of God available through Him. 

All of God’s attributes, 
characteristics, and actions 
are surrounded by His glory. 
The glory of God is arguably 
the most overarching theme 
of Scripture, and all that is 
done, including salvation, 
is “to the praise of His glo-
ry” (Eph. 1:12). This glory is 
manifested in the presence of 
“light,” a theme which is in-
terwoven throughout Scrip-

ture. God “alone possess-
es immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom 
no man has seen or can see” 
(1 Tim. 6:16). “Let there be 
light” are the first words re-
corded as being spoken by 
God (Gen. 1:3), Scripture 
ends with God being the light 
in heaven (Rev. 22:5), and Je-
sus came from heaven as “the 
light of the world” (John 9:5). 

While much more may be 
said about God, the preced-
ing points may serve as foun-
dational in a quest to under-
stand more about God and 
His nature. When discussions 
about God occur, under-
standing what is meant when 
people talk about God is crit-
ical. For Christians, the only 
God they are interested in 
serving and defending is the 
God of Scripture, with all the 
characteristics attributed to 
Him. They are not interested 
in defending a lesser, toned-
down version of a god un-
known to Scripture. The God 
of the Bible is great beyond 
understanding.  

For Christians, the 
only God they are 
interested in serving 
and defending is the 
God of Scripture

8
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1Man’s Problem — Sin 

In order for us to un-
derstand the wonders 

of His grace, we must first of 
all look at man’s problem — 
sin. Man was created upright 
and innocent by God; in fact, 
made in His image. God had 
a simple law for man to fol-
low in the Garden of Eden: 
“The LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, ‘From any 
tree of the garden you may 
eat freely; but from the tree 
of the knowledge of good 
and evil you shall not eat, for 
in the day that you eat from 
it you will surely die’” (Gen. 
2:16-17). Adam and Eve vio-
lated that basic law and were 
separated from the tree of life 
and banished from Eden. Sin 
had entered into the world. 
They opened the door of sin 
and since that time every per-
son who is accountable has 
walked through that door.

The Holy Spirit inspired Paul 
to write to the Romans that 

the gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation to all who 
believe (Romans 1:16). In or-
der to prick the hearts of the 
readers to make them aware 
of the need of the gospel, 
Paul enters into some power-
ful logical arguments to show 
the sinfulness of mankind.

First, he showed that the 
Gentiles are sinners and are, 
therefore, in need of the gos-
pel. In Romans 1:18-32 Paul 
sets forth in logical sequence 
the sinfulness of the Gentile 
nations. 

1. Men willingly did not 
honor God even though His 
eternal power and divine na-
ture were evident to them 
(1:18-20).

2 Men became idolaters 
by “exchanging the glory of 
the incorruptible God for an 
image in the form of cor-
ruptible man and of birds 
and four-footed animals and 
crawling creatures” (1:21-
25).

3. Their attitude toward 

God led them to gross immo-
rality including homosexuali-
ty and the degrading of their 
bodies (1:26-27).

4. Mankind left God out of 
their thinking and their ac-
tions were of such nature as 
to be worthy of death (1:28-
32). A whole catalog of sin is 
given in these passages.

The one great conclusion 
we reach is that the Gentiles 
are sinners and are in need 
of salvation. Next, he showed 
that the Jews are sinners and 
that they, also, need salva-
tion. Chapter two describes 
the sinfulness of the Jew 
who “condemned himself” 
by practicing what he con-
demned in the Gentile. Verses 
17-29 specifically show how 
the Jews were guilty before 
God.

In chapter three he puts 
the Jew and Gentile together 
by showing that all (Jew and 
Gentile alike) were sinners 
in the eyes of God. Observe 
verse 9: “What then? Are we 

The Wonders of His Grace
by Forrest D. Moyer
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better than they? Not at all; 
for we have already charged 
that both Jews and Greeks are 
all under sin” (3:9). He then 
quotes a number of Old Tes-
tament references to prove 
his point that all are sinners. 
He sums it all up in verse 23 
by saying, “for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of 
God.”

Man’s helpless condition is 

amplified in Romans 5:6-11. 
Please observe the terms that 
are used to describe man’s 
condition without God. First, 
he is helpless (6). This word 
(asthenes) literally means 
sick. Then it is used of any 
weakness and comes to mean 
weak, feeble, miserable (Bau-
er, 115). Therefore, man is 
helpless insofar as his ability 
to save himself is concerned. 
Not only is he helpless but he 
is ungodly (asebes) (6). Thay-
er says that this means “des-
titute of reverential awe to-
ward God, condemning God, 
impious.” Still further, we are 
described as being sinners 
(8). The word here is hamar-
tolos and is defined as “de-
voted to sin, a sinner: not free 
from sin.” A fourth word is 

used to describe our condi-
tion. We were enemies of God 
(10). This word carries the 
thought of being hostile. As 
sinners we are hostile to God 
and all that He stands for.

As a result of man’s sin, he 
is separated from God. Our 
fellowship with God is sev-
ered by our sin. God has a 
law that says when you sin, 
you die. It is called the “law of 

sin and death” (Romans 8:2). 
It was stated in the Old Tes-
tament in this way: “The soul 
that sins shall die.” This death 
is a spiritual separation from 
God. “Behold, the LORD’S 
hand is not so short That it 
cannot save; Nor is His ear so 
dull That it cannot hear. But 
your iniquities have made a 
separation between you and 
your God, And your sins have 
hidden His face from you so 
that He does not hear” (Isa. 
59:1-2). Man’s spiritual state 
is that of being alienated from 
God.

What can we do about this 
terrible problem? We like to 
find our own solutions to 
problems. What is our solu-
tion to this one? The answer: 
Man can do nothing; man has 

no solution; man is helpless. 
On our own we are hopelessly 
lost. “And all our righteous-
nesses are like filthy rags” 
(Isa. 64:6). “He saved us, not 
on the basis of deeds which 
we have done in righteous-
ness...” (Titus 3:5). Truly, 
man can do nothing to pro-
vide salvation. 

2God’s Solution to 
Man’s Problem

While man can do 
nothing to remove the guilt 
of his sin, God can. Peter de-
scribes God as “the God of 
all grace” (1 Peter 5:10). His 
grace is abundantly seen in 
both the Old and New Tes-
taments. The psalmist spoke 
of God’s lovingkindness in 
Psalm 103. “The LORD is 
compassionate and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abounding 
in lovingkindness. He will not 
always strive with us, Nor will 
He keep His anger forever. He 
has not dealt with us accord-
ing to our sins, Nor rewarded 
us according to our iniquities. 
For as high as the heavens 
are above the earth, So great 

One of the grandest themes in the Bible is that of the wonderful grace of our 
Lord. Yet, it is one of the most neglected and misunderstood subjects in His 
word. There are so many passages that deal with this great theme that we hardly 
know where to begin. It is our desire to examine a number of these passages 
in these studies that will help us to become aware of the wonders of His grace.
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is His lovingkindness toward 
those who fear Him. As far 
as the east is from the west, 
So far has He removed our 
transgressions from us. Just 
as a father has compassion 
on his children, So the LORD 
has compassion on those 
who fear Him. For He Himself 
knows our frame; He is mind-
ful that we are but dust.”

The word lovingkindness is 
from checed. When referring 
to God it means “kindness, 
lovingkindness in conde-
scending to the needs of his 
creatures” (The New Brown, 
Driver, Briggs, Gesenius He-
brew and English Lexicon, 
339). The lovingkindness 
of God is abundant (Num. 
14:18); it is great in its ex-
tent (Num. 14:19) and is ev-
erlasting (Jer. 33:11). These 
attributes are especially true 
in God’s redeeming man from 
sin as we shall see.

The New Testament 
abounds with great teaching 

about God’s grace to man. 
In Ephesians 2, Paul begins 
by showing the sinfulness of 
man (just as in Romans 1-3). 
He shows that both Jew and 
Gentile were sinners (1-3). 
There is a wonderful ring to 

the beginning statement in 
verse 4: “But God...!” Man 
was lost, “but God...” Man 
was helpless, “but God...” 
“But God, who is rich in mer-
cy, because of His great love 
with which He loved us” (Eph. 
2:4). God is described as be-
ing “rich in mercy” He doesn’t 
have just a smidgen of mer-

cy: He is rich! His love for us 
is great! It was so great that 
He sent Jesus into the world 
to die for us (John 3:16). In 
verse 7 Paul speaks of “the 
surpassing riches of His grace 
in kindness.” It is not simply 

that God is rich in grace, but 
He has “surpassing riches” of 
grace. He was so rich in grace 
that He lavished that grace 
upon us (Eph. 1:7-8). Our 
God is a God of grace.

However, His grace cannot 
over-look sin. Justice de-
mands that there be a pun-
ishment for sin. God could not 
be just and, at the same time, 
overlook our sin. Sin must be 
dealt with. God’s justice de-
manded a sacrifice for sin. 
However, we have learned 
that man cannot provide a 
sacrifice for sin. But God’s 
love intervened and through 
His grace, He not only al-
lowed a substitute for us, but 
He provided that substitute — 
that sacrifice through which 
we could be forgiven and 
have a right-standing with 
Him. As Paul expressed it in 
Romans 3: “being justified as 
a gift by His grace through 
the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus; whom God dis-

played publicly as a propiti-
ation in His blood through 
faith. This was to demon-
strate His righteousness, be-
cause in the forbearance of 
God He passed over the sins 
previously committed; for the 

For over fifty years, Forrest D. Moyer was a preacher of the gospel of Je-
sus Christ. Born in 1929 and raised in Texas, he began devoting himself to 
preaching while still in High School. Since about the age of 16, he was preach-
ing weekly for small congregations around his home town of Childress. He 
worked in local congregations in Texas, Idaho, New Mexico, and California, 
spending the bulk of the last forty years living and preaching in California. 
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demonstration, I say, of His 
righteousness at the pres-
ent time, so that He would be 
just and the justifier of the 
one who has faith in Jesus” 
(24-26). The NIV translates 
propitiation as “a sacrifice 
of atonement.” What Paul is 
saying is that God provided 
a sacrifice (substitute) for us 
so that if we accept this sac-
rifice in His appointed way, 
God “justifies those who have 
faith in Jesus.” It is God’s 
grace that brings justification 
or right-standing; our own 
works can never bring this 
salvation.

The grace of God is His 
wonderful provision for our 
salvation. That provision cen-
ters in Jesus Christ and His 
death, burial and resurrec-
tion. Any other kind of grace 
is a cheap grace that cannot 
deal with our guilt and with 
our right-standing with God. 

When we come to Him by 
faith (faith as He defines it), 
two things happen. First, all 
of our sins are forgiven. They 
are removed from us as far as 
the east is from the west. We 

stand as if we had never com-
mitted a sin. Secondly, God 
imputes to us a right-stand-
ing that we did not earn and 
do not deserve. This is the 
idea of justification. We stand 
just before Him because of 
what He has done for us — 
not because of our own mer-
itorious works. This is a part 
of the wonder of His grace.

3What is to be Man’s 
Response to God’s 
Solution?

Man’s proposed solution is 
sometimes seen in two ex-
tremes. Some feel that our 
solution is our own works. 
Others feel that it is “faith 
alone.” Both are wrong. We 
cannot come into God’s justi-
fication by our human efforts. 
It is by faith (Rom. 3:22:26). 
However, this faith is not 
just a mental assent or faith 
alone. It is the kind of faith 
that takes God at His word as 
Abraham did. Paul describes 
the faith of Abraham in chap-
ter four of Romans. “Abraham 
believed God and it was reck-

oned to him as righteous-
ness” (3). Whatever God re-
quired, Abraham did because 
He believed God. When God 
told him to leave his native 
land, Abraham believed God 
and went (Acts 7:2, 3). When 
God told him to offer Isaac as 
a sacrifice, Abraham believed 
God and acted upon that faith. 
When we believe God, we will 
take Him at His word. When 
He says for us to “repent and 
be baptized” (Acts 2:38), 
we will not quibble about it. 
Whatever He wants us to do, 
we humbly say, “You speak, 
we will obey.” This is the kind 
of faith that God expects.

Our being baptized in order 
to have our sins forgiven is a 
response of faith. Man did not 
originate baptism. Our Lord 
did (Mark 16:16). Paul shows 
how we submit to baptism in 
Romans 6:1-6. This is a re-
sponse of faith, not of works. 

Yes, our salvation comes 
because of God’s gracious 
provision. Praise God for His 
indescribable gift! 
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I Have Chosen Christ
by Forrest D. Moyer

A brief handbook for new Christians. This is designed to be of help to every 
Christian. This book can be studied in classes or individually so that every 
person may be familiar with its lessons. Daily study will help one learn more 
of the Lord and His will for us.  
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Mind Your King:
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The Bible is a collection of books spanning thou-
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we must understand its over-all message. After 
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This workbook is a 13 lesson study through Ephe-
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book is currently available as read-only online, but 
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Read on Pubhtml5.com

http://bookstore.floridacollege.edu/store/product/48591/Discovering-God%27s-Way-Teen-Adult-2-2-Why-Believe-the-Bible%3F/
http://online.pubhtml5.com/ofpi/lecz/
http://online.pubhtml5.com/ofpi/xawu/#p=1



