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Editor’s Notes
Though God made mankind in His image, from the beginning man has lost his 
way. Adam began a path that we have willingly trod, and Jesus is the only One 
who can lead us out of it (see Rom. 5:12ff). Jude (vs. 10) speaks of those who are 
like “unreasoning animals.” Sadly, when we lose our way, when we lose our sense 
of being made in the image of God, we become like those unreasoning animals. 
Consequently, keeping our focus on God is vital for our humanity. 

Unfortunately, culture demonstrates time and again a lack of understanding of 
who mankind is and who we are supposed to be. This is not a surprise, given the 
teachings that have been imbibed over the years. This includes 1) a loss of divine 
purpose, and 2) godless, darwinistic teaching that essentially only makes us high-
er forms of animals, if even that. 

In this issue, we focus upon what it means to be human, emphasizing the dignity 
of humanity based upon creation in God’s image. All we can do is scratch the sur-
face, but we urge readers to keep the study going. Understanding who God is, who 
we are, and what sin is are all at the heart of understanding our need for the gospel. 

We also do this, stressing God’s grace. He shows us He loves us in spite of our-
selves, just as Paul wrote: 

“For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For 
one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man some-
one would dare even to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. For 
if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only 
this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received the reconciliation.” (Rom. 5:6-11, NASU). 
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The United States Decla-
ration of Independence 
recognizes that humans 

are “endowed” by their Cre-
ator with “certain unalienable 
rights.” Implicit in this state-
ment is the recognition of the 
dignity of being human based 
upon the Creator’s authority. 
We are not special because 
of some random evolutionary 
process (which would make 
such thinking more delusion-
al than real), but because our 
Creator has seen fit to make 
us special. There is a certain 
dignity that goes with the 
territory of being human.

Scripture tells us that hu-
mans are made in God’s image 
(Gen 1:26-27). This makes 
humanity unique in this cre-
ated world, for no animal, no 
matter how amazing, shares 
this characteristic. This is the 
very characteristic appealed 
to in Genesis 9, should one 
man unjustly take the life of 
another man. Murder is an 
act that overtly and arrogant-
ly demonstrates a complete 
lack of respect for humanity. 
And respect is key. “Honor all 
people...” (1 Peter 2:17). 

Francis Schaeffer noted: 
“We cannot deal with people 
like human beings, we cannot 
deal with them on the high 
level of true humanity, unless 
we really know their origin—
who they are. God tells man 
who he is. God tells us that 
He created man in His image. 
So man is something wonder-
ful.” He further wrote, “People 
today are trying to hang on to 

the dignity of man, and they 
do not know how to because 
they have lost the truth that 
man is made in the image of 
God.” 1 

We could easily begin list-
ing various attributes of hu-
manity--or even perhaps ex-
pectations--which show our 
sense of dignity that stems 
from being made in God’s 
image: 

Love: Since God is love, crea-
tures made in His image must 
also have the capacity to love. 
Yet this capacity to love also 
requires free will, for love 
must be chosen, nor forced. 
Do you recall what Jesus said 
about the first and second 
greatest commandments? 

Responsibility: God gave 
Adam and Eve responsibility 
in the Garden. Responsibility 
is one of the key features of 
what we expect from others. 
“Be responsible” is an eth-
ic recognized even by athe-
ists. But why? Responsibil-
ity makes little sense when 
put into a random, chanced, 
and purposeless universe. It 
makes perfect sense stem-
ming from the image of God. 

Ethics and Morality: Love 
and Responsibility (or shall 
we say, the responsibility to 
love) demonstrate that mo-
rality is part of the dignity of 
being human. You may have 
noticed that we only apply 
morals to people. When is the 
last time we talked about the 

morality of animals? Or the 
ethics of inanimate objects? 
We apply morality to humans 
because we know that there 
is something inherent in who 
we are that demands respect-
ful behavior. 

Compassion: Suffering is a 
problem of living in a broken 
world. Why the world is bro-
ken is due to the problem of 
sin (Gen 3). Yet suffering also 
spawns compassion. Why? 
Obviously there is something 
built into our human “frame-
work” recognizing the need 
to have sympathy and empa-
thy. This, too, is a reflection 
of being made in the image 
of God, who is the epitome of 
compassion and mercy. 

The dignity of humanity is 
tied to being made in God’s 
image. Yet we have messed 
things up by our sins. Sin 
is undignified, showing a 
lack of respect for both God 
and ourselves. Even so, God 
saw us worthy of coming to 
this earth to die for us. This 
should add an extra level of 
respect on our part for oth-
ers. When we sin against oth-
ers, we sin against Christ (see 
1 Cor 8:12). If God sees us as 
worthy of saving, doesn’t that 
say something about how we 
should view all of humanity? 
The blood of Christ was shed 
for everyone. How can we do 
anything but show respect for 
1) God’s creation in His im-
age, and 2) God desire to save 
all those made in His image? 
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Psalm 8 
O Lord, our Lord,

How majestic is Your name in all the earth,
Who have displayed Your splendor above the heavens!

From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established 
strength because of Your adversaries,

To make the enemy and the revengeful cease.
When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers,

The moon and the stars, which You have ordained;

What Is Man 
that You take thought of him,

And the son of man that You care for him?
Yet You have made him a little lower than God,

And You crown him with glory and majesty!
You make him to rule over the works of Your hands;

You have put all things under his feet,
All sheep and oxen,

And also the beasts of the field,
The birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea,
Whatever passes through the paths of the seas.

O Lord, our Lord,
How majestic is Your name in all the earth! 
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The Psalmist asked 
the question of God, 
“What is man that You 
are mindful of him?” 

When we consider the cre-
ation—the moon, stars and all 
the works of the Creator, we 
must ask, “Who are we?” We 
seem so little, so insignificant 
and frail. So who are we re-
ally? What purpose does man 
serve on this earth? Where did 
we come from? Why are we 
here? What is the point of our 
existence? 

The Importance of Genesis 

In order to understand who 
man is, we need to know 
something about how we 
got here. To think that man-
kind, including the mind and 
all the peculiarities associat-
ed with human beings, came 
about through mindless, pur-
poseless, accidental, blind 
chance is not acceptable. It’s 
not even an explanation. The 
more reasonable position is 
to believe that there is a Cre-
ator—A mighty Power and 
Intelligence who is respon-
sible for the existence of the 
universe and all living things. 
Nothing else can adequately 
explain existence, life, mean-
ing, and purpose. 

Genesis is foundational to 
understanding who man-
kind is. “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the 
earth.” What we believe about 
God as the Creator will affect 

everything else that we be-
lieve about humanity. If we 
reject God as Creator, man 
becomes nothing more than 
an animal and the result of 
mindless processes. If we are 
not accountable to God, then 
all the stops are out and we 
can do whatever we want. 
Who could say otherwise? 

This is why Genesis is 
foundational to our complete 
worldview, and it tells us 
some vital facts: 

1. There is a Supreme Being 
who is not limited to the ma-
terial universe. He transcends 
the natural world. We cannot 
think in such a way as to limit 
God to human limitations. He 
cannot be contained by hu-
man thought (Eph. 3:20). 

2. God has made known His 
power through creation (Rom. 
1:19-20; Heb. 11:3; Psa. 19). 

3. Since God created all 
things, He has absolute au-
thority (cf. Acts 17:24-31). 
Upon what basis can God 
command all men everywhere 
to repent? He created all men 
and therefore has the right as 
Sovereign Creator.

What is Man? 

The Scriptures reveal that, 
of all that God created, man-
kind is the crowning glory of 
creation. Everything that God 
made is indeed great and 

awesome, but mankind heads 
the list of all of creation. It is 
this great fact that gives hu-
manity true value and worth. 

1. “In The Image Of God.”

Genesis 1:26-27 tells us, 
“Then God said, ‘Let Us make 
man in Our image, according 
to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of 
the sea, over the birds of the 
air, and over the cattle, over 
all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.’ So God created 
man in His own image; in the 
image of God He created him; 
male and female He created 
them.” 

Mankind, which includes 
male and female, was creat-
ed God’s image. This makes 
humanity unique among all 
creation. Humans are not 
beasts, and animal life is not 
on par with human life. Tak-
ing the life of an animal does 
not compare to taking the life 
of another human. Darwin-
ism teaches that humanity 
evolved from animals, which 
means that they not distinct 
in kind but only in degree. 
While we would never pro-
mote or desire the abuse of 
animals (which are still part 
of God’s great creation), we 
must not think of animal life 
as co-equal with humanity as 
God’s image-bearers. 

What does “in the image of 
God” mean? Certainly there is 

Doy Moyer
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a spiritual aspect to this im-
age. God is Spirit, and man-
kind bears a spiritual nature. 
Yet we would not think that 
this exhausts the idea of be-
ing in God’s image. 

God is love, and gives us 
the capacity to love. God is 
knowledge, and gives us the 
capacity to know. God is log-
ic, and gives us the capacity to 
reason. God is morality, and 
gives us a moral nature and 
the capacity to make moral 
choices. God is freedom, and 
gives us the capacity to make 
free choices. God is eternal, 
and gives us the capacity for 
eternal life. God is a God of 
emotion, and gives us the ca-
pacity to feel deeply both joy 
and pain. God is meaning, 
and gives us true purpose. 
God is holy, and gives us the 
capacity to be holy. Just con-
sider the nature of God and 
think about how we reflect 
that nature. We do not do it 
perfectly, and we must not 
change God to make Him into 
our image. The point is that 
there is much more to human 
beings than meets the eye. 
This becomes the basis for 
our service and love toward 
both God and humans. 

But man is not just a spiri-
tual being. He has a body for 
which he is responsible. Man 
is both body and spirit. Here 
are two extremes to avoid:

1. Man is just a spirit. Some 
see no importance in the body 
at all because, they think, “I 
am not my body; I am just a 
spirit.” While we do not want 
to put too much emphasis on 
the outer man, we still need to 
realize that the body is given 

to us and we are stewards of 
it. Our bodies belong to God 
and we are to glorify God in 
them (1 Cor. 6:19, 20).

2. Man is just a body. This 
is humanism. It is the belief 
that there is no soul within 
man that will live on in eter-
nity. When the body dies, the 
man ceases to exist. There is 
no accountability to a Creator 
or anyone else. This position 
is obviously anti-biblical. 

Man is both body and spirit. 
When our bodies return to the 
dust and Christ comes again 
(whichever is first), our bod-
ies will be transformed into 
glorious bodies prepared for 
eternal life (2 Cor. 5:1; 1 Cor. 
15:43, 44, 50-54). What ex-
actly this will be, we don’t re-
ally know, but we do know we 
will be like Him (1 John 3:2). 

Our souls are priceless. Je-
sus asked the question, “For 
what is a man profited if he 
gains the whole world, and 
loses his own soul? Or what 
will a man given in exchange 
for his soul?” (Matt. 16:26). 
This question shows that the 
soul is the most significant 
and valuable possession that 
a man has. Nothing on this 
earth is worth the loss of a 
soul. 

2. Man’s Dominion Over The 
Earth.

God created mankind and 
gave him “dominion over the 
fish of the sea, over the birds 
of the air, and over the cattle, 
over all the earth and over ev-
ery creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth” (Gen. 1:26). This 

dominion is itself a reflection 
of God’s rule and dominion, 
again part of being in His im-
age. Read also Genesis 1:28-
30 and 9:2-4. 

God gave man the right to 
utilize the earth’s resourc-
es. This includes the eating 
of meat (1 Tim. 4:3-5). This 
is not license to abuse those 
resources; they still belong to 
God. God did put Adam and 
Eve in the garden of Eden 
to tend and care for it (Gen. 
2:15). We can and should use 
the earth the way God intend-
ed. We should not seek to use 
it for selfish and ungodly rea-
sons. 

The fact remains that hu-
man beings are more valuable 
than the earth and any other 
living creature on the face of 
the earth. Jesus taught that 
“you are of more value than 
many sparrows” (Luke 12:6-
7). God even watches over 
the sparrows and takes note 
of their situation; but we are 
more valuable than they. Even 
so, we should respect every-
thing that God has created.

Male And Female He Creat-
ed Them

Man is male and female. 
God created two distinct gen-
ders. While we do not need 
special revelation to know 
this, we do need to under-
stand that male and female 
are different. Modern society 
is blurring the differences, 
and it has created much con-
fusion. Anyone paying atten-
tion to what’s going on in the 
world today is well aware of 
the transgender debates cur-
rently taking place. 
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God has given different 
roles or functions to male 
and female. They are certain-
ly equal in their humanity and 
nature, but there are differ-
ent functions that we ought 
to respect. God first created 
Adam. It was not good that 
Adam should be alone, so He 
created Eve to be a comple-
ment (Gen. 2:18-25). This 
does not indicate inferiority 
on the woman’s part. 

When Adam and Eve sinned, 
the consequences were such 
that there would be friction 
between male and female. 
God told the woman: “Your 
desire shall be for your hus-
band, and he shall rule over 
you” (Gen. 3:16). This can be 
better understood by consid-
ering Genesis 4:7, where God 
said to Cain that sin’s “desire 
is for you, but you should rule 
over it.” The phrase is essen-
tially the same as in 3:16, 
and indicates that a friction 
would be present. Sin cor-
rupted the relationship in 
such a way that there would 
be, as we might say now, a 
“battle of the sexes.” There 
will always be a destructive 
trail left by those who do not 
fulfill their God-given roles: 
men who will not lead as they 
should, and women who try 
to rule over men. 
As brother Allan 
Turner put it, the 
consequence of sin 
was such that “the 
rule of love es-
tablished in para-
dise was replaced 
by a struggle be-
tween the sexes 
that has produced 
an endless stream 

of usurpation, strife, tyranny, 
and ungodly domination.”1 

The roles of men and wom-
en are both vital and unique. 
God made man the head by 
virtue of creation (1 Tim. 
2:11-15; 1 Cor. 11:1). This 
does not mean that the wom-
an is inferior to the man. It 
does not mean that the man 
has a right to be a tyrant and 
Lord over the woman. It sim-
ply shows that she was placed 

in a different role by God. Even 
Jesus was under the headship 
of the father, though in na-
ture He was equal with God 
(John 5:17-23; Phil. 2:5-8). 
He took on a different, but 
necessary, role. Children are 
under submission to their 
parents, but they are not in-
ferior or less human. Just so, 
men and women have been 
given different assignments. 
The roles of both are vital to 
the strength of the home and 
society. And to put it in per-
spective, all are submit to one 
another in the fear of Christ 
(Eph. 5:21). 

Why are we here? 

God has put us here for a 
reason and with purpose. If 
mankind is the product of 
chance mutation, then how 
can a purpose ever be dis-
covered for life? God created 
man with free moral choice. 
Humans have the ability to 
think and reason, to decide 
what they will do in this life. 
Since we are created by God 
after His own image, we are 
unique among all creation 
in that we are especially ac-
countable to God as our Cre-
ator to make the right moral 



choices. 
God created us to love 

and serve Him, and to love 
and serve one another. Jesus 
taught that the greatest com-
mand was to love God with 
all the heart, soul, strength 
and mind, with the second 
greatest to love others (Matt. 
22:36-40). If God did not cre-
ate us, then there is no great-
er purpose than what man 
decides. There is no higher 
standard of authority than 
man. There is no existence 
after death; no hope of a life 
beyond. Life then becomes 
meaningless: no moral abso-
lutes, no purposes or reason 
to better ourselves. Human-
ists cannot escape the charge 
of meaninglessness. Pinnock 
noted years ago: 

The Humanist Manifesto 
says, “But we can discover no 
divine purpose or providence 
for the human species. While 
there is much that we do not 
know, humans are respon-
sible for what we are or will 
become. No deity will save us; 
we must save ourselves.”3

Save ourselves from what? 

They admit that there is much 
we do not know, but they 
“know” that God has noth-
ing to do with anything! So 
what is the point of life that 
arose from mindless, pur-
poseless processes leading 
to nowhere? They can scram-
ble around for purpose and 
meaning all they want to, and 
when they are done, they will 
have to answer the question 
as to why they can determine 
any purpose for anything. 
Who says? Who gives one 
person a right to tell another 
what meaning and purpose is 
about? 

The idea that “no deity will 
save us; we must save our-
selves” sounds suspicious-
ly familiar to those who read 
their Bibles. Genesis 3 re-

cords where the serpent came 
to Eve and tempted her to eat 
of the forbidden fruit in the 
garden. God had told Adam 
and Eve that if they ate of it, 
they would die. Satan said, 
“You shall not surely die. For 
God knows that in the day 
you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like 

God, knowing good and evil” 
(Gen. 3:4-5). 

What was Satan saying? He 
was telling them that they 
did not need God to tell them 
what to do. This is the lie that 
we can decide for ourselves 
what is right or wrong. We 
can be our own gods, mak-
ing our own moral choices. In 
other words, Satan was say-
ing, “No deity will save you.” 
This is where humanism has 
its roots. Genesis 3 reveals 
the source of such thinking.

If God created us, as the 
Scriptures teach, then we 
have meaning, purpose and 
reason to live. After discuss-
ing various avenues of life in 
which he tried to find some 
purpose, the wise preacher 
wrote:

“Let us hear the conclusion 
of the whole matter: fear God 
and keep His commandments, 
for this is the whole duty of 
man. For God will bring ev-
ery work into judgment, in-
cluding every secret thing, 
whether it is good or whether 
it is evil” (Eccl. 12:13-14)

10

“Religion is the audacious effort to conceive of the entire world as humanly significant; it 
is rooted in a fundamental human drive toward meaning. When it happens that the inter-
pretability of the universe collapses for people, when they can no longer find coherence and 
meaning for their lives and do not know who they are or why they are alive, they begin to be 
immersed in darkness and chaos and desperately need to find something they can believe in 
and norms which they can follow.

We are experiencing just such a loss of meaning in our time as the result of the demise of 
the Christian faith on the one hand and the failure of the alternatives on the other. According 
to humanism, for example, a man or a woman comes into the world devoid of any inherent 
worth, meaning or direction, entirely on their own. There is no larger purposive order in which 
their lives participate. There is no significance or value for them which they do not create for 
themselves. They are driven logically to sympathize with Macbeth: ‘Life is a tale, told by an 
idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing.’ At the heart of reality, where the believer 
finds the Lord, there is darkness and a vacuum. Small wonder we are seeing a crisis of human 
values, a great deal of aimlessness, inner emptiness and boredom.”2 
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Conclusion

What is man? Man is a 
unique creature, made in 
the image of God, with both 
body and soul. The soul will 
continue beyond this life and 
we will stand before God in 
judgment for our activities 
on this earth. We are here 
for the purpose of glorifying 

and pleasing God. Mankind 
is above the rest of creation, 
over the earth, plants and 
animals, and can share in a 
unique relationship with the 
Creator. 

Sin has destroyed and dis-
torted relationships and hap-
piness. Since man cannot save 
himself, God has made a way 
for salvation from sin through 

the death of Jesus Christ. 
There is no greater reason to 
this life than to serve God. In 
doing so, we believe that “God 
rewards those who diligent-
ly seek Him” (Heb. 11:6). The 
promise of God is an eternal 
life in heaven. May God help 
us to understand who we are, 
who He is and what His will 
for us on this earth is.

1 Allan Turner, “Organized Humanism.” Humanism: Devotion to Man (Temple Terrace, FL: FC Book-
store, 1985), 38.
2 Clark H. Pinnock, A Case For Faith (Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House Publishers, 1980), 24.
3 Paul Kurtz, ed., Humanist Manifestos I and II (Buffalo, NY: Prometheus Books, 1973), 16. 



We Are Introduced to Saul
 
Our first introduction to 

Saul is when Stephen was 
being stoned. Luke tells us, 
“the witnesses laid aside their 
robes at the feet of a young 
man named Saul” (Acts 7:58). 
He continues, “Saul was in 
hearty agreement with put-
ting him to death” (Acts 8:1). 
“But Saul began ravaging the 
church, entering house after 
house, and dragging off men 
and women, he would put 
them in prison” (Acts 8:3). 
Luke further informs us, “Now 
Saul, still breathing threats 

and murder against the dis-
ciples of the Lord, went to 
the high priest,  and asked 
for letters from him to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so 
that if he found any belong-
ing to the Way, both men and 
women, he might bring them 
bound to Jerusalem” (Acts 
9:1-2).

From what Luke tells us, we 
understand that Saul was in 
such opposition to Christ that 
he abetted the men who were 
stoning Stephen and was in 
hearty agreement with kill-
ing him. We learn that Saul 
ravaged the church and had 

men and women who were 
Christians put into prison. 
His disposition was such that 
he “breathed out threats and 
murder against the disciples.” 
Acting upon his deep-seated 
hatred of Christ and His dis-
ciples, he was willing to travel 
as far as Damascus to bring 
disciples bound back to Je-
rusalem where they might be 
imprisoned or put to death. 
Thus, we have met one of the 
vilest of men in the New Tes-
tament. Can the grace of God 
ever forgive him and use him 
in His service?

The Wonders of His Grace:
The Case of Paul
by Forrest D. Moyer

We often find it difficult to really define the grace of God and what it means in our lives. 
When asked in a Bible class, “What is grace?” we have a quick answer: “the unmerited favor of 
God.” Such is certainly true, but do we understand what we have said? The purpose of these 
studies is to help us come to know and appreciate the wonders of His grace. The case of Paul 
is one of the best ways of our coming to understand God’s grace and how it can save the vilest 
of men. When we are introduced to Saul, we would never think of him as being a servant of 
Christ. In fact, if we had been there at that time, we probably would not have wasted our time 
in trying to teach such a one as he. 
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Paul’s Own Description of 
His Life 
(1 Timothy 1:12-17)

 
When Paul wrote his first 

letter to Timothy, he de-
scribed his former manner 
of life in forthright terms. In 
chapter one he spoke of those 
who were all kinds of sinners 
(9-10). Then he spoke per-
sonally of what he had been. 
“I thank Christ Jesus our 
Lord, who has strengthened 
me, because He considered 
me faithful, putting me into 
service, even though I was 
formerly a blasphemer and 
a persecutor and a violent 
aggressor. Yet I was shown 
mercy because I acted ig-
norantly in unbelief; and the 
grace of our Lord was more 
than abundant, with the faith 
and love which are found in 
Christ Jesus” (1 Tim 1:12-14). 

1. A BLASPHEMER
 
The word used here finds its 

root in blasphemeo which is 
defined “to speak reproach-
fully, rail at, revile, calumni-
ate” (Thayer, 102). This well 
describes Saul as he blas-
phemed Jesus and the church. 
He also tried to compel the 
saints of God to blaspheme 
(Acts 26.11). Try to get the 
picture of this man as he rails 
at, reviles and calumniates 
the disciples of the Lord. This 
was the person Saul was.

2. A PERSECUTOR
 
He was one who “chased the 

Lord’s people as one chases 
wild animals (Acts

22:4, 7) who himself acted 

like a wild animal (Acts 9.1), 
who in this activity perse-
cuted the Lord himself (Acts 
9.4,5)” (Lenski, 518). Just 
picture him looking in every 
crack and crevice for one who 
believed in the Lord Jesus. He 
was obsessed with stamping 
out disciples of the Lord. 

3. A VIOLENT AGGRESSOR
 
The word that Paul uses is 

quite descriptive. It is hubris-
tes and is defined as “an inso-
lent man, ‘one who, uplifted 
with pride, either heaps in-
sulting language upon others 
or does them some shameful 
act of wrong’....Rom. 1.30, 1 
Tim. 1.13” (Thayer, 633). Paul 
used this word for a reason. 
He had been that kind of  a 
person.

4. THE FOREMOST SINNER OF 
ALL

 
In verse 15 he  tells us that 

Jesus came  to save sinners 
“among whom I am fore-
most of all.” His reason for 
saying this is expressed in 1 
Cor. 15:9: “For I am the least 
of the apostles, and not fit 
to be called an apostle, be-
cause I persecuted the church 
of God.” To the Galatians he 
wrote: “For you have heard of 
my former manner of life in 
Judaism, how I used to perse-
cute the church of God beyond 
measure and tried to destroy 
it” (Gal 1:13). He considered 
himself the chief of sinners 
because of his persecution of 
Jesus and His people.

5. IGNORANCE OF GOD’S 
TRUTH

 
Paul tells us that in all this 

he was acting in ignorance. 
He thought he was doing 
what was right (John 16:2; 
Acts 26:9). It was this kind of 
ignorance that crucified Jesus 
(Luke 23:34, Acts 3:17). Does 
God overlook ignorance and 
forgive all the sins done in 
ignorance? “His ignorance did 
not excuse him. Ignorance is 
itself part of the result of sin 
and is itself sinful. But he had 
not deliberately acted against 
better convictions, stubborn-
ly hardened his heart, or will-
fully resisted the Holy Spirit. 
He had acted in blind unrea-
soning prejudice, mistakenly 
thinking he was thereby do-
ing God a service (Acts 26.9). 
It had not set him beyond the 
pale of divine compassion. 
When his ignorance was shat-
tered on the Damascus road 
by a mighty burst of enlight-
enment he was no longer an 
unbeliever (Hiebert, 41). As 
he came to realize the reality 
and deity of Jesus, his unbe-
lief was changed to faith. Ig-
norance will not excuse one. 
It is just another sin that must 
be forgiven. 

Is it possible for one who 
is a blasphemer,  a persecu-
tor, a violent aggressor and 
the chief of sinners to ever be 
saved? Does not such char-
acter and action forever seal 
one’s doom? Human thinking 
would tend to consign such 
a person to hell without ever 
trying to bring the good news 
to him. This is where the 
wonders of His grace is seen.
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The Worst Sinner Can Be 
Saved

 
Paul had described himself 

as foremost of sinners. Then 
he tells us that “Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save 
sinners.” All of this was for a 
purpose. He states that pur-
pose in verse 16: “Yet for this 
reason I found mercy, so that 
in me as the foremost, Jesus 
Christ might demonstrate His 
perfect patience as an exam-
ple for those who would be-
lieve in Him for eternal life.” 
Paul stands as an example 
of the grace of Christ. Jesus 
demonstrated His perfect 
patience in saving Paul and 
thereby shows that any per-
son, however vile he or she 
may have been, may be saved 
by God’s grace through faith 
in him.

As we follow Saul on the 
road to Damascus, we see him 
as the foremost of sinners. 
He was a violent aggressor, 
a blasphemer, and a perse-
cutor. There was one thing 
that he had not confronted. 
That was the reality of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus saw the kind of 
person Saul was. He also saw 
that Saul was a man of deep 
conviction. He was, as stated 
in verse 12, “faithful.” Thayer 
says that this is used “of per-
sons who show themselves 
faithful in the transaction of 
business, the execution of 
commands, or the discharge 
of official duties...” (514). He 
could be relied on to do what 
he thought was right. As Paul 
himself expressed it, “Breth-
ren, I have lived my life with 
a perfectly good conscience 

before God up to this day” 
(Acts 23:1). Jesus saw a vile 
person who was ignorant-
ly following the road to de-
struction. 

Jesus made a dramatic ap-
pearance to Saul. Having 
seen Jesus, Saul becomes a 
believer. He cries out, “Lord 
what will you have me to do?” 
(Acts 9.6). Jesus tells him to 
go into Damascus and, in a 
vision, that a person named 
Ananias would tell him what 
to do (Acts 9.12). Ananias 
did come. When he came to 
deal with Saul’s sins, he said, 
“Now why do you delay? Get 
up and be baptized, and 
wash away your sins, calling 
on His name” (Acts 22:16). 
God’s mercy has reached 
down; God’s grace is at work; 
Saul’s sins can be forgiven. 
They are washed away as he 
is buried in baptism. He had 
sinned by blasphemy; that 
sin is now washed away as he 
is baptized. His persecution 
of the Lord and His people 
is forgiven as he is baptized. 
He comes forth from bap-
tism with every sin removed. 
He has been saved by grace. 
Please note that his being 
baptized was not a means of 
meriting salvation or earning 
forgiveness in his own way. It 
was simply an act of faith in 
what God requires. The mer-
cy of God has been extend-
ed; the grace of the Lord was 
more than abundant. Paul 
reached out for that grace, 
was saved, and stands as a 
great example for all sinners 
that all can be saved. There is 
no sin so vile that the grace of 
God cannot forgive. Whatever 

sin may have been in your life 
can be sent away by the love 
of God reaching out to you. 
Oh, the wonders of His grace! 

God’s grace opens the door 
for you. Your need is to be-
lieve in Him totally and com-
pletely all through your life. 
When you believe, you will 
turn away from every sin, and 
you will be baptized in or-
der to have your sins washed 
away. You will be saved and 
stand as a child of the King. 
You can never on your own 
earn this wonderful privilege. 
It comes only by God’s grace 
coming down through Jesus 
Christ. Let us with Paul burst 
forth in a mighty doxology to 
him: “Now to the King eter-
nal, immortal, invisible, the 
only God, be honor and glo-
ry forever and ever. Amen” (1 
Tim 1:17).
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Let us consider our need for 
God’s grace. Should we ever 
be tempted to wonder what 
life would be like without God, 
Paul reminds us what things 
were like. In short, we were 
dead. This death was fully 
steeped in the sins and lusts 
of fleshly desires. Because we 
were dead, we had no hope 
of life in ourselves. We were 
servants of the evils present 
on this earth. We were sons of 
disobedience. Obedience im-
plies responsibility and abil-
ity. Our disobedience, then, 
is our choice to follow after 
what we feel makes us happy. 

But God loved us. He saw our 
pitiful state. This is the core 
meaning of what Paul says 
in verses five and eight: “By 
grace you have been saved...” 
We have not been freed from 
sin and death on our own ini-
tiative. Left to our own we 
continue to seek self-grat-
ification. God’s grace had 
pity and gave us a new life. 
The resurrection we have in 
Christ is not just a future res-
urrection, but one that starts 
now. Since we have died to 
our old ways and have been 
raised by faith in God’s grace, 
we have work to do. If we 

go back to our previous life, 
we die all over again. God 
has raised us so that we can 
work His righteousness. We 
are his workmanship. He has 
done the work of crafting 
us into a people zealous for 
good works. We cannot claim 
self-righteousness; God is 
the one who is at work! Yet, 
our faith in His grace requires 
behavioral changes. Primarily 
that we dedicate our lives to 
be for His works, and not for 
our own. This is the purpose 
of our calling: that we would 
walk in God’s righteousness.
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