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Editor’s Notes

What is sin? Where did it come from? Is it really such a big deal? These are 
questions man has grappled with through the millennia. In every culture we must 
come face to face with the evils and horrors of sin. We must also be able to recog-
nize and boldly distinguish right from wrong. In our culture today, it seems there 
are more attacks against the severity and existence of sin. If the Satan can convince 
us that either sin doesn’t exist, or if it does that its no big deal, then he will retain 
his grasp on us. Without understanding the origin and implications of sin, we will 
simply not be motivated to take action against it. 

In this issue of Mind Your Faith Magazine we are wanting to settle the frame-
work for salvation. We began by asking “Who is God” and “What is Man?” Now 
we must understand what makes Man far removed from God. Beyond our making 
and capacity, our choices have removed us from the grace of God. Unless we un-
derstand the importance of sin and our dire need for forgiveness, the Cross the Je-
sus will seem nothing more than a token of inconvenience or religious preference. 
If we are to uphold the grace and mercy of God the Father and Jesus the Christ, 
then we must understand sin. Without Sin their is no need for Mercy. Without Sin 
there was no need for the Cross. 

We cannot write off the sins of this current ‘evil and unbelieving generation’ as 
matters of preference. Nor can we sit idly by as our kinsmen and loved ones tear 
themselves apart by it. We have a duty to display the light of Jesus in direct con-
trast to the evil of this world. Only by understanding and exposing evil for what 
it is will we be able to resist its lures (Eph 5:11). Because we have the light of Jesus 
given by the Spirit (2 Peter 2:19; Psalm 119:105; Eph 5:14), we must train the truth 
at the darkness in this world. 

We do not expect to be popular in this. We fully expect criticisms and slanders 
(1 Peter 4:4). But we are not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes (Rom 1:16).  

2



Contents

3

The Problem of Sin: A Perspective from Genesis 
(Doy Moyer) 4

Sin As Problem (Luke Moyer) 8

The Wonders of His Grace: The Ephesians  
(Forrest Moyer) 12

Diagram of Ephesians 2:1-10 (Luke Moyer) 15

Resources 16

March 2017



Doy Moyer

A Perspective from Genesis

4

The
 Problem 

of
 Sin



Genesis is the founda-
tion for our under-
standing of who God 
is and who we are. 

God is Creator who has the 
inherent right to tell us how 
to live. We are creatures made 
in His image. As such we are 
accountable to Him and need 
to submit to His sovereign 
will. Genesis is the founda-
tion for life. It gives purpose 
and meaning to an existence 
that is otherwise lost and 
confused, or to put it another 
way, formless and void. 

Genesis matters because it 
is also the foundation for sal-
vation. Here is where we learn 
of the first sin, along with its 
consequences (Gen. 3:1-6). 
Understanding the signifi-
cance of this problem is crit-
ical. I don’t mean simply that 
there are all of these hor-
rible sins out there that we 
can commit (and there are). I 
mean that we need to go back 
more foundationally to try to 
understand what sin really is. 
To do this, we start with Gen-
esis 3. 

Superficially, one might 
look at Adam and Eve’s sin 
as eating a piece of forbid-
den fruit, followed by God’s 
severe response of kicking 
them out of the garden and 
pronouncing their death. 
Without understanding what 
sin really is, one might see 
this as an over-reaction on 
God’s part. People would 
portray Him as unfair, dish-

ing out punishment that does 
not fit the crime. After all, all 
they did was to eat a piece of 
fruit, right? Where’s the real 
harm in that? How picky can 
God be? 

Yes, they ate a piece of fruit 
that God said not to eat. That 
should be enough, but that’s 
not ultimately what this is 
about. It’s about an under-
lying attitude exhibited by 
Adam and Eve that cuts much 
deeper than whether or not 
they really liked how the fruit 
looked and tasted. Eating the 
fruit was the symptom of a 
much greater problem, and 
to see this we need to dig a 
little more. 

Sin is described in Scripture 
as a transgression of God’s 
law (1 John 3:4). Is it just that 
we violate a few arbitrary 
rules that have been set down 
in writing? If we see God’s law 
as just a bunch arbitrary “do’s 
and don’ts,” then we have re-
ally missed something vital. 
The law of God is a reflection 
of God Himself. God wants 
His people to be holy because 
He is holy (Lev. 11:44-45; 1 
Pet. 1:13-16). The law shows 
God’s holiness and thus is a 
reflection of His very charac-
ter; to violate the law of God 
is to violate God’s charac-
ter. Law is not arbitrary, but 
is necessary as it flows from 
God’s holiness. 

Romans 3:23 informs us not 
only that all have sinned, but 

that in sinning all have fallen 
short of God’s glory. “God’s 
glory” needs to sink in. If in 
sin we violate the law of God, 
and in violating the law of 
God we fall short of His glo-
ry, then God’s law is a man-
ifestation of His great glory. 
Law and God’s glory are tied 
together. And God’s glory is 
what creation and existence is 
supposed to be about. Just as 
the heaven’s declare the glo-
ry of God (Psalm 19:1), so the 
revealed will of God declares 
His glory. To violate it is to 
insult and demean the God of 
glory who created us. It is to 
fall short of why we are here. 
It is to fail to proclaim God’s 
excellencies (1 Pet. 2:9). 

This connection between 
God’s glory and God’s Law is 
seen in the person of Jesus 
Christ. John tells us that Je-
sus is the Creator; He is the 
Word (John 1:1) who was then 
manifested in the flesh. “And 
the Word became flesh, and 
dwelt among us, and we saw 
His glory, glory as of the only 
begotten from the Father, full 
of grace and truth” (1:14). In 
Christ, both God’s glory and 
God’s word are found. Then 
John writes, “For the Law 
was given through Moses; 
grace and truth were realized 
through Jesus Christ” (vs. 17). 
Jesus came to fulfill the Law 
(Matt. 5:17). In Him we find 
complete fulfillment of the 
Law and the glory of God re-
alized. Grace and truth came 
to full fruition. But to do this 
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meant the suffering of Christ 
in order to redeem us from 
sin. 

We need to try to perceive 
how bad sin really is. C.S. 
Lewis made this point in his 
book, The Problem of Pain: 
“When we merely say that 
we are bad, the wrath of God 
seems a barbarous doctrine; 
as soon as we perceive our 
badness, it appears inevi-
table, a mere corollary from 
God’s goodness” (p. 58). 

To follow this, when we 
merely say that we are guilty 
of sin, then the ideas of what 
sin really is and what it does 
along with the punishment 
for it become a vague con-
cept and makes little sense 
to us. We don’t understand 
why it’s such a big deal. We 
don’t make sense of the pun-
ishment for it, thinking per-
haps that punishment is too 
severe. However, when we 
perceive something of the 
glory of God, and how sin is 
a falling short of this, it takes 
on a different meaning. I am 
guilty of sin, yes; but what I 
am really guilty of is failing 
in my primary task of why I 
am here: giving glory to God. 
I have taken the image of 
God in which I was made and 
marred it, having no respect 
or honor for the Creator who 
made me.

Paul points out that the 
essence of idolatry is to ex-
change the “glory of the in-
corruptible God for an image 
in the form of corruptible man 
and of birds and four-footed 
animals and crawling crea-
tures” (Rom. 1:23). It is to ex-
change the truth of God and 
His glory for a lie. How insult-
ing to God! How degrading 
and perverse for man to at-
tempt to lower God to such a 
state and exalt himself above 
God! How arrogant to try to 
take away the glory of God 
and give it to self. Yet this is 
exactly what sin in all its ugly 
forms is. Is it any wonder that 
death is the proper punish-
ment for it? 

When Adam and Eve sinned, 
then, it was not just about a 
piece of fruit. It was about an 
effort to rebel against God’s 
character and glory. Satan’s 
clever ploy was to tempt 
them to think that by eat-
ing the fruit, they would no 
longer have to listen to God. 
They could de-
cide for them-
selves what is 
right and wrong, 
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good and bad. They could 
figure out morality apart 
from God. The ploy worked, 
and it has continued to work 
ever since. Whenever we lift 
up ourselves over God’s will 
to do what we want, then 
we have supplanted God’s 
glory for our own. We have 

dethroned God and en-
throned ourselves. It 

matters not if 

the sin is “little” or “big.” Any 
attempt to exalt self over God 
is to be detested. 

This is why God couldn’t 
just “let it go.” Rebellion 
against God and His glory is 
no small issue, whether out-
wardly manifested by eating 
forbidden fruit or by com-
mitting murder. To say that 
God could just let it go is to 
misunderstand His charac-
ter. God is just and holy, and 
He cannot just let sin pass 
without response. Letting it 
go without any consequence 
would mean that His glo-

ry means little. The re-
sponse must be severe 
in order to match how 
ugly and horrible 
the nature of sin 
really is. Once we 
see something 
about God’s 
glory, perhaps 
we can under-
stand why the 
consequenc-
es must be so 
severe. 

It is also in 
this under-
standing of 
the horror of 
sin contrast-
ed to the glo-
ry of God that 
should help us 

appreciate the salvation God 
offers. That Jesus would be so 
willing to offer Himself on our 
behalf is astounding. That 
God would be willing to for-
give is amazing and wonder-
ful. He owes us nothing. We 
owe Him everything. Yet what 
He has done for us is be-
yond comprehension. Gene-
sis matters because it is here 
that we learn how great God 
is, how horrible sin is, and 
how wonderful God’s grace 
is. 

In fact, Genesis 1-11 
demonstrates that mankind, 
left to its own devices, will 
only spiral downward deep-
er into sin. If there was ever 
to be a way to save mankind, 
God is the only One who could 
have offered it. We could not 
have come up with a plan of 
salvation on our own. For us 
to be saved at all from the 
terrible consequences of our 
sins, God had to initiate the 
way out. He did just that. We 
are forever indebted to God. 
Not only is He our Creator, 
to whom we are always ac-
countable; He is our Savior. 
To begin to appreciate that, 
we must begin to appreciate 
how bad sin is. Genesis mat-
ters because it gives us this 
vital perspective. 
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What is a 
problem? In 
Math a prob-
lem is an 
unanswered 
question. In 

Astro-Engineering a prob-
lem is a gut wrenching death 
knell. Perhaps people of the 
world do not recognize the 
Problem of Sin because they 
do not understand how it 
impacts them. To some, the 
problem of sin is just an in-
convenience or a puzzle. 
Once they work it out (or God 
does) then everything is okay. 

To others, the problem of sin 
is an insurmountable cascade 
of unavoidable errors. Both 
extremes do a great disser-
vice to the Grace of God and 
the blood of Jesus. We cannot 
afford to blow off Sin as mat-
ters of preference. Nor can 
we afford to become locked 
down without hope of salva-
tion. For these reasons, the 
‘Problem of Sin’ is not only 
about the problems which Sin 
introduces into our lives but 
the faulty way in which we 
approach Sin. When we fail to 
understand what Sin is, and 

what Grace is, it becomes a 
problem. 

 
1- SIN IS NOT A GAME 

To some, sin is nothing 
more than a cultural study in 
sociology. When a group of 
people get together and cre-
ate a game, they agree on the 
set of rules. In this analogy, 
Sin is just a set of rules for a 
game. When we play games, 
the point is to win. To some, 
rules are meant to be bro-
ken. To others, the rules can 
be bent. Still more don’t care 
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about the rules as long as 
they win. Trying to game the 
system of sin and salvation is 
dangerous. Life is not a game 
with multiple resets and do-
overs. If we do not live by the 
rules, the punishment is eter-
nal death. 

But again, if the rules are 
a social construct, then why 
can’t we change them? We all 
know what ‘House rules’ are 
for a game. It’s when your dad 
wants to do something and 
you can’t find it in the books, 
so you pencil it into the in-
structions. If we, as a collec-
tive society, decide what right 

and wrong are, then we 1- 
hold only ourselves account-
able to our own rules, and 
2- can collectively change the 
rules when they become out-
dated. This treatment of sin 
completely misses the mark. 
Sin is not dependent on our 
decisions or agreement. Like 
gravity or the need to breath, 
we cannot sign a waver to 
opt out or pay money to be 
an exception. The rules of life 
which God sets are perma-
nent and mandatory. They are 
based on His character, not 
our desires. When you lose, 
you can’t start another game. 
You agree to ‘play’ by breath-
ing. He gives you the freedom 
to forfeit, but you surrender 
your eternal soul to do so. 

2- SIN IS NOT A RIDDLE

Some apply sin to a more 
personal level. Rather than 
let society determine sin for 

us, Sin is just what we per-
sonally allow it to be. Sin is a 
riddle for me to work out in 
my own life. If we are honest, 
we all admit that there are 
problems in our life. When 
we treat the deficiencies in 
our life as a riddle, then we 
diminish the severity of sin 
and the grace of God.  When 
we problem solve a riddle it 
can take some time. Nobody 
solves the riddles of their life 
a single sit-down. They seg-
ment out their lives so that 
they can be good people do-
ing good things on the one 
hand, while still working out 
the riddle inside on the other. 
This misrepresentation of sin 
makes righteousness and sin 
both a farce. We cannot do 
good things on the one hand 
and think everything is okay 
if sin indwells us. This is not 
something to take our time 
with. Everything you do, good 
though it may be, is tainted 
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with Sin when sin drives it. To 
a God who sees the heart, the 
good we do while sin Indwells 
is an insult to His righteous-
ness and Grace. 

To assume that Sin is a 
riddle means we can figure 
it out. If we can figure it out 
then everything goes back 
to normal and we feel good 
about ourselves. The prob-
lem with sin is that we cannot 
solve it. There is no solution 
we can provide to make it go 
away, or to undo its effects. 
When we claim that we can 
take care of sin for ourselves 
we nullify the Cross of Jesus. 
He died for nothing if even a 
single man could rectify his 
soul by ‘solving the riddle’ to 
his problems. Sin is not a rid-
dle. God makes it very clear 
what it is and how it works. If 
we try to work it out for our-
selves we will be an eternity 
in suffering without result. If 
we go to God for the source 
of knowledge and answers, 
then we can find a solution to 
the real problem. 

3- SIN IS A PROBLEM

Some view sin as a social 
construct. Others view sin as 
a personal riddle. A grow-
ing third group denies that 
Sin is even a problem at all. 
When truth becomes sub-
jective, then right and wrong 
mean nothing. It is one thing 
to call righteousness evil 
and evil righteousness. This 
makes morality subjective. 
But this third movement de-
nies that truth exists at all. In 
this case sin is not a problem 
because it doesn’t exist. If 
sin doesn’t exist then it has 

no hold or sway over us. This 
is certainly a care free world-
view that becomes a coping 
mechanism for the pains in 
this world. In some ways it is 
easier to deny its existence 
than explain why or how to 
fight it. But denying that Sin 
is a problem is inconsistent. 
Ironically, if sin does not exist 
(due to the absence of truth), 
then that itself becomes an 
even bigger problem. The ef-
fects of Sin are still present in 
the world. If those actions are 
not wrong, then there will be 
no effort to dissuade them. 

Most of the time, post-truth 
advocates see their applica-
tion to small little sins like 
substance abuse, deception, 
petty theft, and other per-
sonal integrity issues. They 
rarely carry the application to 
major violence sins like mur-
der, rape, genocide, and war. 
Yet if sin does not exist then 
these things are not to be 
prohibited. If no morality ex-
ists then all actions are equal. 
This creates an even bigger 
problem, because all sense of 
civility and law will cease to 
be enforced. Humanity is de-
graded and run by the power-
ful instead of the just. There 
is no recompense for crime, 
for crime does not exist. 

No. Sin IS a problem. Any-
one who wants to deny it must 
apply it across the board. And 
who is willing to live in that 
world?

4- SIN IS THE PROBLEM

Once we recognize that Sin 
plagues us, we can either ig-
nore it or address it. When 
we put it off for another time, 

then we admit that its not that 
big of a deal; there are more 
important things. So what are 
these more important things? 
Is comfort or pleasure, work 
or family? Sin is a corruption 
that keeps us distant from 
our creator and the giver of 
life. Not only that, but Sin 
dishonors the glory of God! 
So what other thing is more 
important than rectifying that 
which mars God’s image? 
Ironically, when we focus on 
other things as more import-
ant, they are still under the 
umbrella of Sin. That which 
keeps us from God’s glory is 
Sin. We cannot avoid it. When 
we focus on our jobs to the 
detriment of working out sal-
vation, then work is not the 
problem, Sin is. When we ig-
nore ‘Sin’ in our lives for the 
passing routines of family, 
pleasure, and personal gain, 
then Sin is still THE problem. 
There is no greater prob-
lem which must be worked 
out. There is no higher goal 
than to be in conformity with 
God’s glory.  

“The problem with this 
world is…” Poverty? War? 
Racism? Hatred? Corruption? 
Lack of Love? These things 
are all symptoms. If we were 
to solve any of these things 
nothing would change in our 
eternal destination. Sin is the 
problem with this world. If we 
tackle sin and treat it as the 
problem that it is, then all the 
other issue of this world will 
be repaired. Sin is the root of 
everything wrong. Until we 
admit this, we will run in cir-
cles trying to fix symptoms 
and preferences without be-
ing better off for it. 
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5- GOD PROVIDES A 
SOLUTION 

We stated at the beginning 
that ignoring Sin is an affront 
to God’s grace. This is be-
cause God paid Heaven’s ulti-
mate price to fix it. If Sin were 
not that important, then God 
wouldn’t have suffered, bled, 
and died to redeem us. If it 
were acceptable to live in this 
world with Sin-tainted lives, 
then Jesus’ cross becomes 
worthless. God sent Jesus to 
provide the solution to the 
problem of Sin. The well have 
no need of a doctor, but the 
sick do. Denying sin in our 
life labels Jesus’ actions and 
teachings as lies (1 John 1:8-
10). Denying the importance 
of the problem demeans His 
Grace. 

If we throw up our hands 
at the problem of Sin then we 
deny that His Grace is pow-
erful enough to save us. We 
must not become compla-
cent in our sin nor wallow in 
it. Both reactions are based 

on self and not on Jesus. The 
Gospel is good news in two 
parts. The first recognizes 
the problem of sin. The sec-
ond recognizes the solution. 
Without realizing the signifi-
cance of our Sin, then God’s 
grace is not that important. 
Paul told us that God intro-
duced ‘Law’ (strict applica-
tion of His holiness) in order 
to show us how awful and 
universal the problem of sin 
is (Rom 3:20; 7:13; Gal 3:19). 
This should drive us with pin-
pricked hearts to ask “what 
shall we do to be saved?” This 
is the heart God looks for (Is 
66:2).

6-	 GOD’S	GRACE	IS	NOT	
A	MAGIC	WAND	

Since God has given grace, 
then I can take my time in 
working out my sins, right? 
If we put off repentance be-
cause of Jesus’ sacrifice, then 
we have become guilty ac-
cording to Romans 6:1. Grace 
is not a magic wand which 

effortlessly wards off sin. It 
does not magically ‘fix’ the 
problem. God’s grace will 
amply cover all sin, yes, but 
only insofar as we apply faith 
in action. An attitude of com-
placency without repentance 
is no faith at all. We must 
live in Grace in order for it to 
solve the problem of sin. 

Living in grace is not easy. 
The problem of Sin is that it 
keeps trying to come back, 
even when we rid it with 
Grace. Sin is persistent. It 
won’t stop its efforts, nor its 
murderous effects. We must 
be all the more persistent 
to seek God’s grace and to 
live in it. The problem is 
not ‘solved’ like a puzzle or 
game, in that we check it off 
as completed without more 
thought. The problem of sin 
is solved through our on-go-
ing adherence to His image. 
Nobody said it would be easy, 
but by His strength we can, in 
eternity, be rid of the Problem 
that is Sin. MYF
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I. HE TELLS OF OUR SINFUL-
NESS. (1-3)

He begins by saying, “And 
you were dead in your tres-
passes and sins” (Eph 2:1). 
One who is dead is destitute 
of life. Metaphorically, a dead 
person is one who is desti-
tute of a life that recognizes 
God because he is given up to 
trespasses and sins. His sins 
have separated him from God: 
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is 
not so short that it cannot 
save; Nor is His ear so dull 
That it cannot hear. But your 
iniquities have made a sepa-

ration between you and your 
God, And your sins have hid-
den His face from you so that 
He does not hear” (Isa 59:1-
2). It was because of Adam’s 
sin that he was separated 
from God. He had fellowship 
with Him, but that fellowship 
was severed by sin and he 
died spiritually when he vio-
lated God’s law. We, too, are 
separated from God because 
of our sin. We are dead in sin. 
The reason is stated in verse 
2: “In which you former-
ly walked according to the 
course of this world, accord-
ing to the prince of the power 

of the air, of the spirit that is 
now working in the sons of 
disobedience.” The Gentiles 
were sinners because they 
walked like the devil wanted 
them to walk. That describes 
all mankind. 

There is a spirit from Satan 
that is working in those who 
are in disobedience to God. 
Now it is interesting that Paul 
discusses the Gentiles and 
the Jews in this passage just 
as he does in the letter to the 
Romans. Notice the emphasis 
in verse one: “you.” In verse 
three as he brings in the Jews 
to show their sinfulness as 

The Wonders of His Grace:
The Ephesians
by Forrest D. Moyer

When we think of the grace of God, our minds are generally drawn to the great passage 
in Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of your-
selves, it is the gift of God;  not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.” This passage 
becomes much more alive when we look at the context and see how Paul tells of the “amaz-
ing grace” that brought salvation to the Ephesians and will bring it to us as well. Just as was 
done in Romans and in the case of his own salvation, Paul begins with man’s sinful condition 
without God. That is where we shall begin this study. References are from Ephesians 2 unless 
otherwise noted.
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well. “Among them we too all 
formerly lived in the lusts of 
our flesh, indulging the de-
sires of the flesh and of the 
mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, even as 
the rest” (Eph 2:3). Because 
of their living by the lusts of 
the flesh and indulging in the 
desires of the flesh, the Jews 
were in the same boat with 
the Gentiles--dead in sin. 
Therefore, all — Jew and Gen-
tile alike — were lost in sin. 

The tragedy of being lost is 
seen in verses 11-12: “There-
fore remember that former-
ly you, the Gentiles in the 
flesh, who are called ‘Uncir-
cumcision’ by the so-called 
‘Circumcision,’ which is per-
formed in the flesh by human 
hands — remember that you 
were at that time separate 
from Christ, excluded from 
the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers to the cove-
nants of promise, having no 
hope and without God in the 
world.”

In particular notice the 
condition of sinners: “having 
no hope and without God in 
the world.” That’s where we 
are when we are in sin. We 
have no hope; we are of all 
men most miserable! We cry 
out with Paul, “O wretched 
man that I am...” What can be 
done to relieve such a tragic 
situation? There is an answer 
and it is given in our text.

II. “BUT GOD...”

What fantastic words to 
hear! I was lost and undone, 
“but God...” I was with-
out hope, “but God...” I was 
doomed to eternity in hell, 

“but God...” What a burden is 
lifted! What inner peace is our 
because God has entered into 
the picture. Just look at some 
of the marvelous attributes of 
God.

1. “Rich in mercy.”  Mercy 
is “kindness or good will to-
ward the miserable and af-
flicted, joined with a desire to 
help them.” Mercy withholds 
the punishment that man 
deserves. God’s mercy with-
holds punishment from those 
who turn to Him by faith, but 
it is much more as we shall 
see. Observe Paul’s state-
ment that God is “rich in mer-
cy.” God has an abundance of 
mercy. “Oh, the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judg-
ments and unfathomable His 
ways!” (Rom 11:33).

2. “Great love”  (v. 4). The 
greatness of His love is seen 
in Rom. 5.6-8: “For while we 
were still helpless, at the right 
time Christ died for the un-
godly. For one will hardly die 
for a righteous man; though 
perhaps for the good man 
someone would dare even to 
die. But God demonstrates 
His own love toward us, in 
that while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us.” His 
great love reached down from 
Heaven and gave us His son 
in order that our sins might 
be forgiven so that we can go 
to Heaven. 

3. “Surpassing riches of His 
grace” (v. 7). “so that in the 
ages to come He might show 
the surpassing riches of His 
grace in kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus.” Paul does 
not simply say that God has 

grace. He speaks of the “sur-
passing riches of His grace.” 
Nothing can surpass the rich-
es of the grace of God. This 
reminds me of the wonderful 
expression of God’s power in 
Eph. 3.20: “Now to Him who 
is able to do far more abun-
dantly beyond all that we ask 
or think, according to the 
power that works within us.” 
Grace gives us what we do 
not deserve. Observe Romans 
6:23: “For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” We earn death as 
the wages of our sin. But by 
God’s grace we have a free 
gift. That free gift is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus. That gift is 
by the goodness of another: 
our God. 

It is not merely that God 
has grace. He is abundantly 
benevolent in the outpouring 
of that grace. Paul express-
es it in this way: “In Him we 
have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the 
riches of His grace which He 
lavished on us” (Eph. 1.7-8a). 
God has “lavished” this grace 
upon us. A wealthy man mar-
ried a younger woman. For 
her wedding gift, he have her 
a Mercedes sports car, a fur 
coat, ornate jewelry and then 
told her she could have what-
ever she wanted. That is “lav-
ishing.” But God has lavished 
something on us far more 
valuable — His grace. It is 
freely available to all. “He who 
did not spare His own Son, 
but delivered Him over for us 
all, how will He not also with 
Him freely give us all things?” 
(Rom 8:32).
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4.  “Kindness” (v. 7). God’s 
kindness is shown to us in 
Christ Jesus. This is much like 
the “lovingkindness” of God 
that is seen in the Old Tes-
tament. The use of chesed in 
the Hebrew text helps us un-
derstand God’s kindness to-
day. David used this word in 
Psalm 25:6-7: “Remember, O 
LORD, Your compassion and 
Your lovingkindnesses, For 
they have been from of old. 
Do not remember the sins of 
my youth or my transgres-
sions; according to Your lov-
ingkindness remember me, 
for Your goodness’ sake, O 
LORD.” Especially consider Ps. 
103:8-13. “The LORD is com-
passionate and gracious, slow 
to anger and abounding in 
lovingkindness ... For as high 
as the heavens are above the 
earth, so great is His loving-
kindness toward those who 
fear Him. As far as the east is 
from the west, So far has He 
removed our transgressions 
from us. Just as a father has 
compassion on his children, 
So the LORD has compassion 
on those who fear Him.” Nu-
merous other Old Testament 
passages are very helpful in 
understanding God’s loving-
kindness, but this is sufficient 
for now. It is His lovingkind-
ness that removes our sins as 
we come to Him by faith. The 
fact is that God cares for you! 
You are important! God acted 
for you! Praise Him!

III.	HOW	ARE	WE	SAVED?

Does all of this mean that 
man is saved just because of 
God’s grace without any ac-

tion on man’s part? No, God 
demands an acceptance of 
His grace. In fact, this is so 
stated in verses 8-9: “For by 
grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God; not as a result of works, 
so that no one may boast.” 
We can well say that grace is 
God’s part in our salvation 
and that faith is man’s part. 
We must accept God’s grace 
by faith. This means that we 
not only believe God (Heb. 
11.6), but that we believe Je-
sus as well (Rom. 10-9-10). 
We believe that God raised 
Jesus and that Jesus is Lord 
of our lives. We believe what-
ever Jesus teaches as to our 
salvation. This means that we 
believe what He said in the 
great commission concerning 
what we must do to be saved. 
He said, “He who has believed 
and has been baptized shall 
be saved; but he who has dis-
believed shall be condemned” 
(Mark 16:16). Being saved by 
grace does not rule out our 
accepting the forgiveness 
of our sins in baptism (Acts 
2.38). In fact, our rejection 
of God’s requirements would 
rule out His grace.

A look at the Ephesians 
and their salvation helps us 
understand this. They were 
saved by grace. In being saved 
by grace, it was necessary 
for them to hear the gospel 
(Eph. 1:13). It was essential 
that they believe (Eph. 1:13). 
When Paul went to Ephesus to 
preach, his message demand-
ed repentance (Acts 20:21). 
Not only this, but as a result 
of Paul’s preaching, they were 

baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus (Acts 19:5). Yet, 
they were saved by grace. 
In being saved by grace, we, 
too, must believe, repent and 
be baptized. It is in baptism 
that our sins are forgiven by 
His grace. Our responsibili-
ty after this is to walk in the 
good works which God has 
ordained. (Eph. 2:10). 

IV. THE BLESSINGS OF BEING 
SAVED	BY	GRACE

Numerous blessings come 
into our lives when we are 
saved by grace. Look at the 
word “saved.” We were lost in 
sin, but God saved us by His 
grace (v. 5). We were dead 
in our sins, but God “made 
us alive” in Christ (v. 5). He 
“raised us up with Him” (v. 
6). We are raised up with Him 
from the waters of baptism to 
walk a new life (Rom. 6.4-5). 
How wonderful! We are not 
left in the filth and mire of 
the devil’s hog-pen — we are 
raised with Him! Not only this, 
but now we are “seated with 
Him in the heavenlies” (v. 6). 
This means that we now have 
fellowship with Jesus. We are 
seated at His table and par-
take of all the blessings that 
He has in store for us (Eph. 
1:3). Oh, the wonders of His 
grace. May our looking at 
Ephesians 2 help us to ap-
preciate His grace much more 
and to seek to walk in the 
good works which He has or-
dained for us (v. 10).
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Mind Your King:
Lessons and Essays on Biblical Authority

by Doy Moyer

Mind Your King explores biblical concepts about 
God’s authority and how this impacts the church. 
Are we expected to have God’s authority for what we 
do? How do we know what pleases God? These are 
many other issues that are considered in two parts. 
Part 1 contains 13 lessons with discussion questions 
suitable for classes. Part 2 contains expanded essays 
on related issues. 

Find on Amazon.com

Mind Your Faith:
Essays in Apologetics

by Doy Moyer

The readings in this book were designed for an in-
troductory course in evidences. Each reading was 
purposefully kept brief and can stand on its own as 
an introduction to various fields covered by apolo-
getics.

Find on Bookstore.floridacollege.edu

Things Most Surely Believed
by Forrest D. Moyer

In these 16 brief sermons Forrest Darrell Moyer has 
stated with beautiful clarity and simplicity, yet with 
compelling force, the Christian’s “reason for hope” 
that is in him. He deals with the greatest themes the 
race has ever known-God, Christ, the cross, sin and 
redemption, the church, heaven and hell-yet he does 
it in language that the man in the pew, unskilled in 
the intricacies of theological vocabularies, can easily 
grasp. These sermons partake of that same quality 
which characterized the initial preaching of the gos-
pel by Christ himself, of whom it was said, “and the 
common people heard him gladly.”

Find on Amazon.com
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Discovering God’s Way Teen/Adult
Why Believe The Bible?

by Doy Moyer

This study of evidences for believing that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and the Bible as the word of 
God is important for every Christian. Logical rea-
sons upon which faith is based are given along with 
answers to some of the common objections, such as 
why God allows suffering.

Find on bookstore.floridacollege.edu

The Bible Word
What is the Bible All About?

by Luke Moyer

The Bible is a collection of books spanning thou-
sands of years of history and writing. Remarkably, 
they are flawlessly cohesive. Before we debate the 
implications these documents have for each of us, 
we must understand its over-all message. After 
we see the overall picture, the details will fall into 
place. The goal of this booklet is not to argue for re-
ligion-specific doctrine, but to condense and trans-
mit the themes and statements contained within the 
collections of documents known as ‘The Bible.’

Find on thebibleword.org

I Have Chosen Christ
by Forrest D. Moyer

A brief handbook for new Christians. This is de-
signed to be of help to every Christian. This book 
can be studied in classes or individually so that ev-
ery person may be familiar with its lessons. Daily 
study will help one learn more of the Lord and His 
will for us.  

Read on Pubhtml5
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