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Editor’s Notes

We are rightly concerned about what it means to be good. We want to do good 
for others and be a positive influence to those around us. Sometimes, however, we 
wonder if we can be good enough, especially as it relates to being with God. There 
are a couple of extremes we might even take with this: 

1. Because we are good, God should obviously take us to heaven when we pass on. 
2. Because we aren’t as good as we should be, or as good as we can be, we might 
not make it to heaven. 

Both of these miss the grace of God. We would never minimize the need to be 
good, but we need to understand that being good in itself is not going to be suffi-
cient. Something else is necessary. 

In this issue of Mind Your Faith Magazine, we are exploring this question: Can I 
Be Good Enough? 

This question is vital because how we answer it reveals what we think about the 
gospel of our salvation. If we think we can be good enough, then what does this 
reveal concerning what we think of God’s grace? What are we saying about the 
death and resurrection of Jesus? 

This is particularly important because we often wonder about that good neighbor 
down the street. What will become of those who are good but aren’t Christians? 

We invite you to take a deeper look in this question. It is of utmost importance! 
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Let’s start with the well known account of the ruler in Mark 10:17-22:

Matthew 19:16 adds that his question was, “What good thing shall I do…?” 

As he was going out into the way, one ran to him, knelt before him, and 
asked him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?”
Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except 
one—God. You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not com-
mit adultery,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not give false testimony,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ 
‘Honor your father and mother.’”
He said to him, “Teacher, I have observed all these things from my youth.”
Jesus looking at him loved him, and said to him, “One thing you lack. Go, 
sell whatever you have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow me, taking up the cross.”
But his face fell at that saying, and he went away sorrowful, for he was one 
who had great possessions. (WEB)



Doy Moyer

Now let’s focus on the word 
good. The man called Jesus 
good. He asked about do-
ing a good thing. Jesus re-

sponded, “Why do you call Me good? 
No one is good except God alone.” 
Have you ever wondered about 
that? Why would Jesus do this? Is He 
denying being good? Is He denying 
being God? No, not at all. But to see 
this, I believe we need to get a lit-
tle bit into the mind of the man. We 
might understand him more than 
we think. 

First, the man did come to the 
right source for the answer to a 
most important question. He may 
not have understood exactly why 
the way he framed this was missing 
something, but I have little doubt 
that he was trying to be sincere. 
Of course, the bigger question for 
him was, would he be willing to do 
whatever it took to inherit eternal 

life? That’s the same question we 
need to answer. And that answer 
may include the need to complete-
ly renovate the way we think about 
Jesus. 

Second, the man knew he had a 
need that was yet to be satisfied. 
Why ask a question like this if you 
are certain about its current sta-
tus in your own mind? If you al-
ready know you have eternal life, 
you won’t need to wonder what you 
need to do have eternal life. So he 
was fishing for something more, 
something that he wasn’t satisfied 
with. 

What, then, is the issue? Besides 
the fact that he loved his wealth, 
we are considering his concept of 
“good.” 

The Jews believed that God was 
indeed preeminently good. 
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1 Chron. 16:34 (and Psalm 118:1) — O give thanks to the 
Lord, for He is good; for His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

Psalm 25:8 — Good and upright is the Lord; therefore He 
instructs sinners in the way.

Psalm 34:8 — O taste and see that the Lord is good; How 
blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!

Psalm 100:5 — For the Lord is good; His lovingkindness is 
everlasting and His faithfulness to all generations. 

Psalm 107:1 — Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

Psalm 145:8-9 — The Lord is gracious and merciful; Slow 
to anger and great in lovingkindness. The Lord is good to 
all, and His mercies are over all His works. 

Jeremiah 33:11 — Give thanks to the Lord of hosts, For 
the Lord is good, For His lovingkindness is everlasting

Ezra 3:11 — They sang, praising and giving thanks to the 
Lord, saying, “For He is good, for His lovingkindness is 
upon Israel forever.” 
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Because of this view of God, 
that He is good, they would 
not typically use this term to 
describe anyone else. Thus 
it was rare for a rabbi to be 
described as “good teacher.” 
Since God alone is good, one 
would not risk the potentially 
blasphemy. 

But another thing to notice 
in all these passages is how 
God’s goodness seems inte-
grally tied to His lovingkind-
ness, mercy, and faithfulness. 
We’ll come back to this. 

Of course, Jesus does point 
to God as the ultimate stan-
dard in what is good, and it 
may be that this was not the 
time to fully reveal Himself. 
Did this ruler understand Je-
sus to be God in the flesh, 
and so call Him God? Possibly, 
but Jesus’ answer shows that 
there is more going on that 
needed to be dealt with first. 
Rather than discuss who He 
is, at this time, He points to 
God and focuses on what this 
man really needed to hear. 

I believe His answer also 
helps to expose a faulty view 
of this man. If no one is good 
but God alone, then some-
thing is still missing from the 
picture. No matter how much 
the man did, no matter how 
well he kept the command-
ments, he was still not good. 
Not in comparison to God. 
And he was still, despite do-

ing the commandments, not 
in fellowship with God. Just 
doing the commandments 
wouldn’t do it for him in the 
end. Eternal life isn’t just 
about keeping command-
ments. Eternal life is about 
knowing God. The man knew 
about God, but the man didn’t 
know God. He didn’t know 
God’s true goodness. 

So the man was using 
“good” in a way that like-
ly betrayed his understand-
ing of it. The man needed to 
think deeper about who God 
truly is, and what that would 
actually mean as he thought 
further about his question. I 
wonder if by referring back 
to God, Jesus was trying to 
get the man to connect God’s 
goodness with what all those 
passages connect to. Sure-
ly any Jew who was schooled 
in the Law would know: “For 
the Lord is good; His lovin-
gkindness is everlasting and 
His faithfulness to all genera-
tions” (Psa. 100:5). 

The fact that God’s good-
ness in so many passages is 
tied to mercy, lovingkindness, 
and faithfulness, we need to 
try to understand what this 
means for our conception of 
what is good. I have to won-
der if this ruler, who believed 
he had kept the law, under-
stood the correlation of God’s 
mercy and grace to God’s 
goodness. 

Do we understand these? 

What do we say when some-
one says, “how can that good 
person down the street be 
lost? How could God actually 
send a good person to hell?” 
We need to understand the 
correlation between God’s 
goodness and grace. 

1
 

No one is truly good but God. 

We need to unpack this a 
little and put this in the con-
text of the bigger problem of 
sin. Since all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God 
(Rom. 3:23), we need to think 
carefully about why we truly 
need God’s goodness rather 
than our own. 

Paul puts several passages 
together to make this point in 
Romans 3:9-18 (see below).

Remember, biblically, that 
only God is good in the per-
fect sense. Here Paul quotes 
from Psalm 14 and Psalm 
53. “There is none who does 
good.” Psalm 53:2-3 says, 

God has looked down from 
heaven upon the sons of men

To see if there is anyone 
who understands,

6
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Who seeks after God.
Every one of them has 

turned aside; together they 
have become corrupt;

There is no one who does 
good, not even one.

Thus do several passages 
teach that only God is good, 
and there is really none oth-
er who does good. We need to 
appreciate this contrast be-
tween the goodness of God 
over against the failed at-
tempts of men. God’s good-
ness is inherent in who He is. 
It is not based upon a stan-
dard higher than Himself, but 
is Himself the epitome of the 
good. Therefore, we need to 
think of what is good as being 
tied ultimately to God. 

To say that none are good is 
not to say that we are totally 
depraved or that we are un-
able at all to do good things. 
It is to say, though, that on 
our own, we have all sinned, 
and because we have sinned 
we have no right to make any 
claims on being good as a 
basis for deserving salvation. 
This, then, means: 

Romans 3:9-18
World English Bible (WEB)

What then? Are we better than they? No, in 
no way. For we previously warned both Jews 
and Greeks, that they are all under sin. As it 
is written,

“There is no one righteous;
no, not one.

There is no one who understands.
There is no one who seeks after God.

They have all turned aside.
They have together become unprofitable.

There is no one who does good,
no, not so much as one.

Their throat is an open tomb.
With their tongues they have used deceit.

The poison of vipers is under their lips;
whose mouth is full of cursing and bit-
terness.”

Their feet are swift to shed blood.
 Destruction and misery are in their ways.

The way of peace, they haven’t known.
There is no fear of God before their eyes.”
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Since no one does good, 
then our only hope for eter-
nal life is bound up in God’s 
goodness, not our own. 

This also means we are 
seeking God’s mercy and 
grace. But let’s now think 
about how this works. 

We are often concerned 
about those “good neighbors” 
down the street. Surely if they 
are good, that should mean 
God will gladly take them to 
heaven one day. Wouldn’t 
that be the loving thing for 
God to do? However, when we 
think this way, we are unwit-
tingly removing God’s grace, 
for if the basis of God taking 
a person to heaven is that he 
is “good,” then this implies 
that “good” earns a place with 
God, and God would owe it to 
every “good” person, regard-
less of whether or not they 
came to Jesus. 

This gets into the definition 
of good. If goodness is de-
fined by and through God, and 
if goodness is correlated with 
God’s grace and mercy, then 
we cannot biblically come up 
with a concept of goodness 
that ends up negating God’s 
grace without perverting the 
Scriptural teaching. 

Yet that’s exactly what 
happens here. If the good 
person is to be saved on the 
basis of his goodness, then 
this means there is no grace. 
It also means that the shed-
ding of Christ’s blood was 
pointless, for if “good” action 
was capable of bringing us to 
God after we’ve sinned, then 
“good” outweighs the sin and 
there would no need for any-
thing else, least of all Christ 
coming to earth, dying, and 
rising again. We should only 
concern ourselves with out-
doing our sin by good deeds. 

There is irony in this, of 
course. While we want to ap-
peal to a good God to give 
a good neighbor a place in 
heaven, we are actually turn-
ing God into a graceless God 
who must respond to the 
merit of a person who did 
some good. We are remind-
ed, then, of Paul’s point to 
the Galatians: 

“I have been crucified with 
Christ; and it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in 
me; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave Himself up for 
me. I do not nullify the grace 
of God, for if righteousness 
comes through the Law, then 
Christ died needlessly” (Gal. 
2:20-21). 

Our own goodness cannot 
be the appeal that we make 
to God. We can only appeal 
to God’s goodness, which in-

cludes God’s grace, and un-
derstand that doing good is 
bound up in doing God’s will. 

Scripture presents the di-
chotomy of doing good or 
doing evil. But doing good 
isn’t the same as saying God 
owes salvation to us because 
we ARE good in the same 
exact way God is good. Paul 
writes, in Romans 2, that the 
kindness of God leads us to 
repentance, and He will ren-
der to each one according to 
their deeds in judgment: “to 
those who by perseverance 
in doing good seek for glory 
and honor and immortality, 
eternal life; but to those who 
are selfishly ambitious and 
do not obey the truth, but 
obey unrighteousness, wrath 
and indignation. There will 
be tribulation and distress for 
every soul of man who does 
evil, of the Jew first and also 
of the Greek, but glory and 
honor and peace to everyone 
who does good, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek.  
For there is no partiality with 
God.” (vv. 7-11)

John writes, “Beloved, do 
not imitate what is evil, but 
what is good. The one who 
does good is of God; the one 
who does evil has not seen 
God” (3 John 11). 

We are not at all suggest-
ing that doing good is not 
important. It is critical to our 
faith (Titus 2:11-14; Eph. 
2:8-10). Yet we need to see 
this in the context of our re-
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lationship with God. Can one 
who rejects God ever show 
kindness and goodness in 
his actions? Yes. But is that 
ever going to be the basis 
on which a person is saved? 
Absolutely not. If a person 
shuns God, rejects Jesus, ig-
nores the cross, then there 
is no appeal we can make to 
say that such a person should 
be okay because he is good. 
He has rejected the very One 
who matters the most, the 
very One who defines good-
ness in the first place. We can 
only seek eternal life within 
the boundaries of a relation-
ship with God through Jesus 
Christ. Outside of that, we 
have no hope. We must seek 
to do God’s will (Matt. 7:21-
23), but just doing some good 
things can never be a substi-
tute for seeking God’s grace 
through faith. 

Paul writes, “Therefore re-
member that formerly you, 
the Gentiles in the flesh, who 
are called ‘Uncircumcision’ by 
the so-called ‘Circumcision,’ 
which is performed in the 
flesh by human hands—re-
member that you were at that 
time separate from Christ, 
excluded from the common-
wealth of Israel, and strangers 
to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without 
God in the world. But now 
in Christ Jesus you who for-
merly were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of 
Christ. For He Himself is our 
peace…” (Eph. 2:11-14a). 

Notice here the contrast 

between having no hope 
and being without God over 
against being in Christ Je-
sus and being brought near 
by the blood of Christ. What 
brings us near to God is not 
self-imposed goodness, but 
rather the blood of our Lord. 
Aside from that, we have no 
hope. This gets to the heart 
of … 

3
How We View the Gospel 

I realize that we talk about 
good people. Paul spoke this 
way when he wrote, “For one 
will hardly die for a righteous 
man; though perhaps for the 
good man someone would 
dare even to die” (Rom. 5:7). 
We think of a neighbor, an el-
der, a friend, a sister, and we 
think of these as good peo-
ple. We look around and think 
about how good these people 
that we are seeing really are. 
Yet we still should understand 
that when we do so, we are 
using the term accommoda-
tively. We aren’t putting each 
other on par with God. Our 
understanding is that good-
ness, when talking with or 
about a fellow human being, 
is not a claim that says the 
person is perfect or flawless. 
We understand that good-
ness for humans transcends 
mistakes. With God, however, 
there is perfection. When we 
talk about God as good, we 

are entering a whole new lev-
el. None of us are good in the 
very same way God is. So let’s 
at least understand that. 

Assuming, then, that we 
could rightly call someone 
good accommodatively, do 
we then transfer that concept 
of goodness over to the idea 
that, therefore, this good 
person deserves eternal life 
with God — as if the person is 
on par with God’s goodness? 
God is good and with Him is 
eternal life; Joe is good and 
therefore he should be with 
God in eternity? It just doesn’t 
work that way. 

If we think of the gospel 
just as something that makes 
us “good,” and because we 
are good we are saved, then 
we will be confused about 
the notion that “good people” 
will be lost. What about those 
good, moral friends that we 
have? Wouldn’t God just save 
them? I even know of a wom-
an who believed her atheist 
husband would be saved be-
cause he was just a very good 
man. Wouldn’t God owe that 
to him? No, this misses the 
point of the gospel message. 

Again, thinking in those 
terms means that we are 
essentially making salva-
tion something that is mer-
ited based on goodness. If 
we cannot conceive of good 
people being lost, even 
though they don’t believe in 
Jesus, then we have missed 
the most significant aspect of 
what salvation is about. Fur-

10
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ther, evangelism would just 
become a way of trying to get 
people to be good rather than 
sharing the death and resur-
rection of Jesus with them so 
they can humbly come to God 
for forgiveness—so they, too, 
can die and rise with Christ, 
considering themselves dead 
to sin and alive to God in Je-
sus (Rom. 6:1-11). 

When Jesus came on the 
scene, He preached a gos-
pel of repentance: “The time 
is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel” (Mark 
1:15). “Repent and believe 
in the gospel” is a different 
message from saying, “be 
good now.” 

Peter preached re-
pentance on Pen-
tecost: “Repent, 
and each of you 
be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your 
sins; and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 
2:38). 

Paul preached repen-
tance: “Therefore having 
overlooked the times of 
ignorance, God is now 
declaring to men that 
all people everywhere 
should repent, because 
He has fixed a day in 
which He will judge 
the world in 
righteousness 
through a 
Man whom 
He has 

appointed, having furnished 
proof to all men by raising 
Him from the dead.” (Acts 
17:30-31)

Again, the concept that God 
should automatically save a 
good person misses the point 
of grace. If people are saved 
because they are good, then 
grace isn’t needed, and it has 
nothing to do with forgive-
ness or the blood of Christ. 
Being good would be Sav-

ior, not Christ. Spurning the 
death of Christ and the grace 
of God would mean nothing 
if being good itself will take 
care our eternal destiny. 

This, therefore, has every-
thing to do with our concep-
tion of the gospel — the gos-
pel of the grace of God (Acts 
20:24). 

Acceptance of the gospel 
will make us better people 
who do good works (Titus 
2:11-14), but what saves us is 
the blood of Christ, by  grace 

through faith (Eph. 2:8-10). 
Sadly, there are decent peo-
ple who do spurn the grace 
of God through Christ, and in 
doing so they lose any hope 
of salvation and forgiveness 
regardless of how good they 
are otherwise. All have sinned 
and all are in need of God’s 
saving grace, which is not 
accessed by just doing good 
things, but by faith in Christ 
(cf. Rom. 5:1-2). 

What the Old Testament 
passages about God’s good-
ness and grace state, we find 

completely fulfilled in Jesus. 
God is good, and His lov-

ingkindness endures 
forever. God’s good-

ness and loving-
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kindness are both manifest 
fully in Jesus’ own death and 
resurrection, which provides 
the only path to forgiveness 
and eternal life. Rejection of 
this puts in a place of having 
no hope. 

This critical understand-
ing of God’s goodness and 
grace, contrasted with the 
lack of man’s goodness and 
need for grace, is also what 
distinguishes Christianity 
from other religions. Many 
religions might help people 
to “be good,” but only Christ 
can offer the grace that pro-
vides forgiveness and salva-
tion (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). 
We must submit to Christ 
and His will on His terms, not 
ours, if we will have that hope 
only found in Him. 

Conclusion

Can we identify with that 
rich ruler? He was trying to be 
good, to keep the command-
ments, but he was still unwill-
ing to do whatever it took. He 
was willing to make a check 
list of the rules, but when it 
came time to act upon what 
he needed in real time, he 
wouldn’t do it. “Good Teach-
er, what good thing do I need 
to do?” He was willing to do 
some good things, but he 
was not willing to deny self 
and truly follow Jesus. 

Understand the goodness 
of God, and understand that 
God’s goodness is integrally 
tied to His mercy, lovingkind-
ness, and faithfulness. The 

man knew technically that 
God was good, but he failed to 
seek after God’s lovingkind-
ness and grace. Lovingkind-
ness is the essence of God’s 
goodness, and He extends 
this to us all. The good news 
of His grace through Christ is 
available. This cannot be met 
simply by being good or do-
ing some good things, but by 
grace through faith, submit-
ting to the goodness of God 
through Jesus. 

Will this have an impact on 
the good works we do? Abso-
lutely. But let us never think 
that doing good, while ignor-
ing God’s will in providing a 
new life in Christ, can ever 
work. MYF
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Isaiah 61:1-3
(World English Bible WEB)

The Lord Yahweh’s Spirit is on me;
because Yahweh has anointed me to preach good 
news to the humble.

He has sent me 
to bind up the broken hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and release to those who are bound;
to proclaim the year of Yahweh’s favor,

and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion,
to give to them 

a garland for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness;

that they may be called 
trees of righteousness,
the planting of Yahweh,

that he may be glorified.

“Today, this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
-Jesus-

Luke 4:21



Limitations are frustrating. 
Sometimes we call them ‘red 
tape’ or ‘rules.’ Sometimes 
we grow frustrated because 
we do not understand why 
rules are created. Following 
rules are especially tough 
when we don’t understand 
them. Even harder, perhaps, 
is when they seem to slow us 
down. We develop plans for 
accomplishing our own ends. 
When we are prohibited from 
accomplishing what want to 
see, we tend to blame the 
rules. When it comes to spiri-
tuality, we must be very care-
ful here. When we find that 
God places limitations on us 
we have to choose how to re-
act. We can either blame God 
for interfering with our ideal 
system of living, or we can 
change our plans and goals in 
keeping with God’s rules. Paul 
gives an enlightening sermon 
to the philosophers in Ath-
ens (Acts 17). This audience 
takes pride in self-thinking 
and self-determined goals. 
The Athenian philosophers 

represent the epitome of hu-
man idealism. The stoics in 
particular are known for their 
goal of pleasing self and do-
ing whatever makes one feel 
fulfilled. Paul drew from key 
forms of limitation that God 
introduces to mankind.

1
The limit of Max Potential 

“The God who made the 
world and all things in it, 
since He is Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not dwell in 
temples made with hands, 
nor is He served by human 
hands, as though He needed 
anything,” Acts 17:24-25

Paul’s first point about the 
nature of the “unknown God” 
is that we are not worthy of 
Him. He made everything we 
have to work with. Even if we 

reach the height of human 
endeavor (like the Athenians 
were striving for), the Creator 
is still too holy to live in our 
presence. The most beauti-
ful and extravagant creations 
by human hands are temples 
and worship locations. We 
take special care in creating 
beauty in relation to our wor-
ship. And yet, the greatest 
wonders of the world are piti-
ful dumps next to the glory of 
the Creator. 

 God has fixed limita-
tions to the greatest we can 
be. He made us in His im-
age, but not to His fullness 
of power. It is frustrating at 
times to not be capable of 
doing the things we want to 
do. We feel at times that we 
are just not good enough. If 
we were able to, we would 
do great things. God has de-
signed us to have restrictions 
on our abilities. As with ev-
erything God designs, He has 
good reasons. God has ulti-
mately fixed limitations “That 
they would seek God.” If we 

That They Would 
Seek God

by Luke Moyer
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were able to achieve unlim-
ited things, then we would 
feel no need for God. If our 
thinking was perfect, then we 
would not need the gospel 
revealed. If we were able to 
achieve perfect self-control, 
then salvation would be by 
works and not grace. 

 How are we going to 
approach this limitation? Are 
we going to blame our Cre-
ator that we cannot achieve 
more in this life? Or will we 
acknowledge our human na-
ture so that we will turn to 
seek God, who alone is per-
fect in power. We must learn 
to rely on Him for true full-
ness and completion. 

2
The limit of roles 

“Since He Himself gives 
to all life and breath and all 
things; He made from one ev-
ery nation of mankind to live 
on all the face of the earth, 
having determined appointed 
times and the boundaries of 
their habitation.” Acts 17:25-
26

Back as far as Genesis 
11 God has separated na-
tions and spread the human 
race across the earth. When 
mankind was together, they 
thought they were unstoppa-
ble. They did not realize the 
limitation to their human na-

ture. God feared that unless 
they were humbled they would 
never reach out to Him to be 
saved. They were focused on 
building a tower to the heav-
ens to make for themselves a 
name. God spread them out 
and mixed their languages 
and cultures. We may seek 
unity among nations, and this 
is good. But we must realize 
that unity among race can not 
be accomplished by human 
wisdom. To attempt unity for 
the glory of man, then we fall 
into the trap of Babel. Diversi-
ty by physical distinction is by 
God’s design. God separated 
us by nationality and location 
on purpose. Diversity is not 
evil. It is a limitation imposed 
on us by God Himself. 

The limitations Paul is re-
ferring to in this passage is 
almost certainly in relation 
to the Jew-Gentile context of 
the book of Acts. The Jews 
were given the oracles of God 
and the promise of God’s 
blessings. The Gentiles were 
excluded from the blessings 
of Israel, though not being 
without God’s mercies. The 
Jews were chosen by God’s 
intention to teach them about 
holiness and righteousness. 
In this role, the Jews should 
have witnessed the state of 
the Gentiles and strove for 
holiness. Through the ex-
ample of the Jews, the Gen-
tiles should have realized 
their helpless state with-
out God and turned to Him. 
These roles were designed 
to bring about the mystery 
of the Gospel (Jew-Gentile 

unity through Jesus) which is 
the fullness of God’s glory. 
We symbolize unity with our 
creator by being unified with 
diverse people through the 
Gospel. These roles required 
boundaries and limitations. 
The Jews were given boundar-
ies in their property that they 
should have respected. They 
had limitations to their con-
duct (foods and cleanliness 
laws) that were superfluous 
to Sin and Righteousness. 
The Jews needed to learn to 
respect God’s boundaries so 
that they would rely on His 
holiness and not their own. 
The Gentiles also were limit-
ed in their ability to converse 
with and worship God. They 
had the ability to find God’s 
favor if they tried, but they 
had to respect God’s choice 
of the Israelites as the chosen 
nation of blessing. 

When we are presented with 
the roles in which God has 
placed us today, are we will-
ing to humbly submit? God 
has made us male and female. 
Do we approach the limita-
tions of our gender within the 
confines of God’s divine plan? 
The current culture wants to 
annihilate all rules and reg-
ulations for gender. This 
is not by the Creator’s de-
sign. He has placed confines 
on gender so that we would 
seek Him. Adam was creat-
ed in God’s image, but with-
out Eve he was lacking. The 
limitations of manhood made 
Adam realize that he need-
ed God and needed woman. 
Eve also ought to have sub-
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mitted to God’s order by let-
ting Adam drive their spiri-
tual state. These limitations 
are mocked by the world, but 
drive us toward God. Oth-
er roles are present in God’s 
creation which function simi-
larly. God creates roles in the 
church based on His choice 
in apostles and prophets. We 
appoint men to leadership 
roles in the church based on 
regulations which the Lord 
provides. If we cast off God’s 
regulations from our church 
administration then we throw 
off God’s authority and no 
longer seek Him. 

3
The limits of Growth

“For we are also His chil-
dren. Being children of God 
then, we ought not think that 
the divine nature is like gold 
or silver or stone: an im-
age formed by the art and 
thought of man. Therefore 
having overlooked the times 
of ignorance God is now de-
claring to men that all people 
everywhere should repent.” 
Acts 17:28-30

The final limitation that 
Paul describes is lacking 
knowledge and capacity. We 
are children of God. Being 
children, we face certain set-
backs. When we are children 

we are still growing. This 
means we have not yet come 
to perfection, but are still ma-
turing. We get frustrated with 
ourselves because we know 
we can do better. It’s one 
thing to acknowledge that 
we have limited capacity, and 
another to admit that we ha-
ven’t even lived up to what we 
know we can do. God wants 
us to be mature children, sol-
id in the faith. But He recog-
nizes that failure is a neces-
sary part of growth. Growth 
and maturity require room to 
grow. Our growth as children 
is limited by physical capacity 
and knowledge. As we grow 
our bodies become stronger 
and more able, and our minds 
become more knowledgeable 
and wise. We must learn to 
accept that we are not going 
to instantly become the mod-
el of perfection. 

 To the Athenian phi-
losophers to whom Paul is 
speaking, this was not wel-
come news. They of all people 
desired to think and become 
perfect models of humanity. 
They needed to take a lesson 
from their own admittance. 
Paul began by introducing 
them to “The Unknown God.” 
They admitted ignorance of a 
theoretical divine being. They 
needed to admit that they, like 
children, were limited in their 
knowledge of the one true 
God. God fixed the limitations 
of our growth and knowledge 
so that we would rely on Him 
instead of ourselves. Adam 
and Eve took the short cut for 

knowledge and growth. Their 
example is representative of 
all people who leave God out 
of their learning. God wants 
us to mature, but to rely on 
Him as the source of wisdom. 
He limits our understanding 
so that we will seek Him, and 
through Him come to great-
er knowledge than we would 
have on our own. 

We must ask ourselves how 
we will deal with the limita-
tions God fixes on us. Do we 
rebel against God’s boundar-
ies and try to make our own 
way? Or will we admit our 
shortcomings, repent, and 
turn to God? Repentance re-
quires that we admit we are 
wrong, and that there is no 
possible way that we can save 
ourselves. Left to ourselves, 
we would keep spiraling out 
of control away from God. 
God wants us to come to Him 
and be saved. For this rea-
son, He fixes our boundar-
ies, capacity, and knowledge 
without Him. When we turn 
to Him, He promises the full-
ness of Wisdom and knowl-
edge as it pertains to eternal 
life (2 Peter 1:3). Let us not 
fight any rules simply be-
cause we don’t understand 
them. We should trust that 
God has our best interest in 
mind and will ultimately bring 
about perfection and harmo-
ny with Him. 
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Since the deeds of the flesh and 
the attitudes of the Spirit are 
self evident, what should our 
behavior be like amongst each 
other? Since all Christians are 
still striving for perfection, 
there will still be some burdens 
each of us carry. We make it 
our aim to lay all burdens at 
the feet of the cross, but the 
task is ongoing. The issue Paul 
has had with the false teachers 
in Galacia is that they continue 
to lay burdens on others rather 
than help others get through 
them. The pattern of forcing 
and guilting Christians into 
traditions and Jewish practices 
was disturbing the peace and 
faith that the Galatians had 
received through the Gospel. 
Those extra regulations for 

salvation (circumcision) were 
distracting the Christians from 
the real issues they needed to 
focus on. Because the false 
teachers were burdening the 
Saints, their teaching displayed 
itself with fleshly purposes. In-
stead, Paul wants all of them 
to help each other reach the 
goal rather than tear each oth-
er down. Rather than spending 
our time pointing out errors 
and problems, Paul wants us to 
try to help others through their 
struggles. If we treat ourselves 
above others and think error is 
beneath us, then we have fallen 
to pride. If we despise others 
for the apparent ease they have 
in their walk, then we have fall-
en to envy. If we think that we 
really have a solid hold on spir-

ituality, then we should be ded-
icating our efforts to assisting 
the brethren and sowing spir-
itual actions. If we hold our-
selves aloof by way of constant 
chastisement and pride then 
our fleshly attitude will reap a 
corrupted spirit. Our purpose 
is to be servants, not profiteers. 
The error of circumcision ap-
pears innocent enough, but 
also sows pride, arrogance, and 
envy. These things are poison to 
our souls. While circumcision 
itself may not plague our pul-
pits today, this section is read-
ily applicable to all of us if we 
really examine our hearts. And 
our hearts really are where true 
circumcision takes place.

Studies in the Book of Galatians
A Class Workbook

by Luke Moyer

Read at Moyerpress.com

This workbook is a 13 lesson study through Galatians. It is designed for con-
gregational use. The format encourages reading the text and understanding 
it within its own themes and context. This workbook is currently available 

as read-only online, but can be made available as pdf upon request. 

The Law of Christ
Galatians 5:26-6:10

Excerpt
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http:/Moyerpress.com/online-books


“Looking carefully let there 
be any man that falleth short 
of the grace of God; lest any 
root of bitterness springing 
up trouble you, and thereby 
the many be defiled” (Heb. 
12:15). 

We have studied quite a 
bit about the grace of God 
and the fact that no one can 
merit salvation. We can only 
be saved because God loved 
us and through His grace 
provided a way for our jus-
tification. We are saved by 
grace (Eph. 2:8-9); we stand 
in grace (Rom. 5:2); we have 
our daily forgiveness through 
going to His throne of grace 
(Heb. 4:14-16). When we get 
to Heaven, we can truly sing, 
“Amazing Grace” and “Won-
derful Grace of Jesus.” How 

precious is that grace which 
God has so richly “lavished 
upon us” (Eph. 1:7-8). 

But the Hebrew writer gives 
to each of us a very solemn 
warning: “Be careful lest you 
fall short of the grace of God.” 
Therefore, it is possible for us 
to “miss out on” God’s grace. 
The writer said that it is! Paul 
also said that it is possible 
for us to “nullify the grace 
of God” (Gal. 2:21) and that 
we can “fall from grace” (Gal. 
5:4). Even though God loves 
us and His grace has forgiven 
us of our every sin, gross as 
they may have been, it is still 
possible for us to “fall short 
of” that grace. How could we 
do so? 

In the passage under con-
sideration we see some pos-

sible ways of our falling short. 

1We could be defiled by a 
root of bitterness. This is 

a metaphor borrowed from 
plants where roots are essen-
tial. Moses referred to such in 
Deut. 29:18: “a root bearing 
poisonous fruit and worm-
wood.” Here, then, are people 
whose words and life are bit-
ter before God and corrupting 
to people. The pagan and Ju-
daistic influences of their day 
tended to draw people away 
from the grace of God. To-
day, there is worldliness, hu-
manism, and all kinds of false 
doctrines that are poisonous 
to the souls of God’s people. 
Let us be especially careful. 
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2We could fall short of 
God’s grace by fornication 

(vs. 16). God’s grace can for-
give fornication (1 Cor. 6:9-
11). But His grace is not a free 
ticket to practice immoral-
ity. Some people in the ear-
ly church were “turning the 
grace of our God into lasciv-
iousness” (Jude 4). There are 
many today who look upon 
sexual misconduct, wheth-
er before or after marriage, 
as of little consequence. 
Paul tells us that those who 
practice such cannot inherit 
the kingdom of Heaven (Gal. 
5:19-21). John says that such 
have their part in the lake of 
fire (Rev. 21:8). If you are in-
volved in sexual sin, repent 
right now lest you fall short 
of God’s grace. 

3The writer speaks of “any 
profane person” such as 

Esau (vs. 16). The word used 
here is bebelos and means 
unhallowed. It is used for 
profane in opposition to con-
secrated. “Bebelos is used for 
the person who is uninitiated 
and uninterested in contra-
distinction to the man who 
is devout” (Barclay). A pro-
fane life is one lived without 
thought of or interest in God. 
All of its goals and plans are 
only earthly. If we live like 
that, we fall short of the grace 
of God, which is designed to 
help us have a “heavenly call-
ing.” 

4Really, the way we fall 
short of God’s grace is by 

refusing to hear Jesus (vs. 25). 

Those who refused to hear 
Moses did not escape. “Much 
less shall we escape who turn 
away from Him who warns us 
from Heaven” (vs. 25). If we 
reject Jesus, we are rejecting 
God’s grace for He came and 
died because of the grace of 
God. 

No, don’t think for one mo-
ment that God’s grace auto-
matically takes care of all our 
sins and rejections of His will. 
“Shall we continue in sin that 
grace may abound? May it 
never be!” (Rom. 6:1). Let us 
have full faith in the God of 
grace and accept His grace 
that will forgive and save us 
and take us to Heaven. But let 
us never take it for granted 
and “fall short of the grace of 
God.” 

(1988; Guardian of Truth, Feb. 2, 1989)
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When Mind Your Faith (.com) began there was a 
simple goal: produce spiritual materials to build up the 
Christian and inform the truth seeker. The name came 
from Doy Moyer’s apologetics handbook published 
and sold at Florida College 2010 (see here). In 2013, 
Doy decided to begin a blog whereby he could contin-
ue apologetics discussions online. His son Luke joined 
him to begin the Mind Your Faith blog. Credit also 
goes to Victor Moyer for designing the logos which we 
still gladly use today. 

After a few years Doy and Luke began to see the ex-
pansion of Mind Your Faith (.com) from apologetics to 
a variety of Faith building subjects including worship, 
grace, and personal living. They gladly accepted the 
changes, and their readers gladly read on. The website 
became a hub for a variety of mediums including vid-
eos, podcasts, charts, and devotionals. 

After a few more years still, Doy and Luke saw a 
need to introduce a new structure to accommodate 
new changes. 

1- Doy had begun to write and self publish more mate-
rials in printed form. In order to open the opportuni-
ties to self publish any kind of spiritual material, Doy 
chose the name “MoyerPress” to publish through. 
2- Luke had begun to focus more attention in writing 

for his own local church work. He had chosen the title 
“thebibleword” to create evangelistic tools. 
3- Both Doy and Luke began utilizing their local 
church websites and placing their materials through 
those mediums, making Mind Your Faith (.com) a 
redundant platform. 

Because of these changes, Doy and Luke have decided 
to press toward these goals:
1- The new Homepage for all printed and online ma-
terials that would have normally come through Mind 
Your Faith (.com) is now found at MoyerPress.com 
2- The Mind Your Faith Magazine shall continue to be 
published as is, with a focus on highlighting articles 
on a monthly basis. This magazine will be published at 
mag.moyerpress.com
3- For all additional articles pertinent to the Moyer-
Press audience, the site blog.moyerpress.com will be 
used. 

We intend for MoyerPress.com to be an easier site 
to navigate with a focus on completed books. We will 
continue to produce monthly services through Mind 
Your Faith Magazine at no cost to our readers and 
occasional blog articles when pertinent. 

Where is Mind Your Faith Headed?

http://bookstore.floridacollege.edu/product/48856/MIND-YOUR-FAITH/
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I would like to give a public thank you to 
my father Doy who has created a spiritual and 
mindful platform for his family and for this 
endeavor. Without such spiritual ground-
ing and leadership across years of dedicated 
study and practice, this project would not ex-
ist. Nor, I will submit, would my own spiritual 
development. The study habits, family appli-
cation, and desire to serve have been molded 
by the example I have seen in you, my father 
in the faith and blood. 

It takes a great deal of trust to let another 
prepare and broadcast your own hard work. 
I am humbled that you see me as worthy of 
such a job. 

To our readers I am grateful and humbled 
that you consider this project worthy of at-
tention. It is to no credit of my own that you 
read, but to the wisdom and oversight of my 
father. To this end I will gladly labor and seek 
to remove distractions from the truth, so that 
the purity of the gospel as laid out by Jesus 
Himself can be at the forefront of our minds.  

- Luke Moyer

We wish to take a moment to thank every-
one who serves as an encouragement to us in 
our efforts to provide sound teaching materi-
als. We are working on several matters at the 
present, including an all-new website, addi-
tional books, and new avenues for articles. 
We are continuing to adjust, make changes, 
and try to improve the quality of what we are 
presenting. We pray, with Paul, that all “may 
be filled with the knowledge of His will in 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so 
that you will walk in a manner worthy of the 
Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing 
fruit in every good work and increasing in 
the knowledge of God; strengthened with all 
power, according to His glorious might, for 
the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; 
joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified us to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in Light” (Col. 1:9-12). 

 - Doy Moyer

http://moyerpress.com
http://mag.moyerpress.com
http://MoyerPress.com 
http://blog.moyerpress.com



