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Editor’s Notes

We are challenged, by the world around us and by critics alike, to lay down our 
faith in God because He simply doesn’t make sense. This world cannot fathom a 
spiritual creator who is not amenable to natural law. This discrepancy causes them 
to mock us. Why? Because they have not applied faith. Beyond nature, there are 
difficulties within the scriptures that critics love to jump on. Since two or more 
passages appear to be saying different things, the scriptures must err. While our 
first response should be to analyze these passages more closely and hope to come 
to a better understanding, this may take years. There may be certain passages we 
never understand. What are we to do in the mean time? We can either give up and 
write off the whole Scripture, or we can apply faith. 

By faith, we here do not mean blind wishful thinking that ignores evidence 
(this is what the critics accuse us of). Rather, we wish to encourage a deeper look 
at God Himself and how He has dealt with similar things in the past. Faith is built 
upon evidence. And when we are fully assured that God is spiritual, all-powerful, 
and faithful to all His promises, then that understanding, called faith, can breach 
the gap between two seemingly opposing pieces of information. This is what ev-
erybody does concerning their belief system. Even the critics use faith in natural-
ism to bridge the scientific gaps between reality and their propositions. We must 
base our faith on that which is secure, proven, and most consistent. This leads us 
to God who, although doesn’t explain everything to us, has proven Himself over 
and over to be able to handle what we do not understand. 

Failure to understand is not error. Base your trust on what you do know, and let 
faith handle the rest. In time we may come to better understand the chasms in our 
knowledge. But if not, the basis for our faith does not have to waver.  
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Fully 
Assured 

Romans 4:18-25
In hope against hope [Abram] believed, so that he might become 
a father of many nations according to that which had been spo-
ken, “So shall your descendants be.” Without becoming weak in 
faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since 
he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s 
womb; yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver 
in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being 
fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to 
perform. Therefore it was also credited to him as righteousness. 
Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to 
him, but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those 
who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, He 
who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was 
raised because of our justification.

New American Standard Bible (NASB)

by Luke Moyer
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Where does righteous-
ness begin? It begins 
with being convinced 

of a certain truth. This truth 
is not that righteousness is 
attainable by human will or 
power. This truth is not that 
things will go well with us 
on earth. The certain truth 
to which the descendants of 
Abram (by faith) hold to is that 
God is faithful to His promis-
es. Hebrews 11:6, of course, 
reminds us that an essential 
part of faith includes the re-
ward which God has prom-
ised. This reward is not based 
upon our righteousness, but 
rather, righteousness is the 
reward for our faith. 

In Romans 4:18-25 Paul 
describes Abram’s faith con-
cerning the birth of Isaac. 
Abram’s righteousness be-
gan with being fully assured, 
or completely convinced, that 
God would keep His promise. 

This faith was against all hope 
that the world could offer. 
No amount of reasoning or 
physical wisdom, no medical 
ingenuity or cultural bypass 
could provide a biological son 
through his wife. Yet this was 
the promise. What do we do 
when the unchanging word 
of God and the concrete laws 
of physics collide? We bridge 
the gap with faith, and walk 
across, allowing God to shat-
ter to pieces the stringent 
laws of material reality that 
He Himself created. To this 
end, Abram hoped, believed, 
and performed. 

Righteousness, then, is a 
blessing which comes from 
faith in the promise of God’s 
reward (and His power to ful-
fill it). When we truly believe 
that a kingdom of righteous-
ness awaits, we will behave 
as true citizens. When we 
hope for a pure and sancti-
fied home in heaven, we shall 
prepare for it. You will no-
tice concerning Abram that 

his faith was not stagnate. It 
was because of full assurance 
that he performed. Although 
the promise was made, it 
took action on Abram’s part 
to let God work through him. 
Those who sit idlely by and 
do not seek God’s will are not 
fully assured. They do not re-
ally believe in a God who re-
wards or destroys. They do 
not hope for a better exis-
tence. Acts 3:26 - ”For you 
first, God raised up His Ser-
vant and sent Him to bless 
you by turning every one of 
you from your wicked ways.”

Doubt is a chasm formed 
when two immovable truth’s 
appear before us. Doubt 
leads to self indulgence and 
sloth. But righteousness 
comes when- understanding 
that God’s power is greater 
than our knowledge, that His 
creation belongs to Him, and 
His reward awaits- we pick up 
our feet and cross the bridge 
of faith, being fully assured 
of the hope within us. MYF
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One of the common ob-
jections to God is that 
He doesn’t explain 

Himself adequately. For ex-
ample, if His love is compat-
ible with suffering, then why 
doesn’t He explain it better? 
If He really does exist, why 
doesn’t He make a more de-
monstrable show of Himself? 
Of course, believers see, by 
faith how God has, in fact, 
done these things; to the un-
believer, however, faith can-
not have such a role. We have 
to see to believe, and since 
God isn’t more obvious, then 
faith is unreasonable. 

How, then, does faith rec-
oncile what appears to be very 
difficult, if not contradictory, 
thoughts and ideas in Scrip-

ture? How can we think about 
these matters and maintain 
the kind of faith that pleas-
es God? Here we offer some 
suggestions for addressing 
difficulties. 

First, by faith we understand 
that there is more to real-

ity than brute materialism. 
One of the reasons people 
see contradiction of ideas in 
Scripture is that they cannot 
see the spiritual explanations 
that are needed to grasp ma-
terial reality. We are looking 
for material explanations of 
material problems, and so we 
cannot make sense of where 
the real answers are found. If 
we close off spiritual reality, 
then there can be no reason-

able explanations for many of 
the ideas presented in Scrip-
ture. Of course they will see 
problems, for the worldview 
won’t permit anything else. 
In other words, the reason 
for the unsolvable problems 
in people’s minds is that they 
have blocked off the possi-
bility of anything outside the 
material realm, and therefore 
have forced reality into a ma-
terialistic box. Yet if they are 
going to judge the alleged 
problems that the Bible initi-
ates, they ought to let the Bi-
ble also provide the explana-
tions, which will include the 
spiritual reality that material-
ists won’t allow. 

Perhaps this is one of the 
reasons why the “natural man 

How Faith 
Reconciles 
Difficulties

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge 
of the Holy One is understanding” (Prov. 9:10).

by Doy Moyer
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does not accept the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they 
are foolishness to him; and 
he cannot understand them, 
because they are spiritual-
ly appraised” (1 Cor. 2:14). 
Paul had been pointing out 
that the cross is foolishness 
to the gentiles and a stum-
bling block to the Jews. 
They only saw the mate-
rial cross; they didn’t see 
the spiritual truth that 
undergirded why Jesus 
died and how God will 
forgive. Paul’s message 
and preaching were “not 
in persuasive words of 
wisdom, but in demon-
stration of the Spirit and 
of power, so that your 
faith would not rest on 
the wisdom of men, but 
on the power of God” (1 
Cor. 2:4-5). 

When people trust the 
wisdom of men instead 
of the wisdom and pow-
er of God, they will in-
evitably think the are 
contradictions and that 
the message is just plain 
ridiculous. When looked 
at from the human per-
spective, what other 
conclusion can be drawn? But 
when, by faith, we can see 
the spiritual reality, then the 
door is wide open for a great-
er understanding. If we try to 
understand everything from 
within a closed box of mate-
rialism, we will be unable to 
understand spiritual truth. 

Even Paul understood his 

suffering based on the great-
er spiritual reality. From a 
material perspective, it would 
have made no sense whatso-
ever, but with an eternal per-
spective, everything changes. 
As Paul writes in 2 Corinthi-
ans 4:16-18: 

The reality of Paul’s physi-
cal suffering was mitigated by 
the fact that there is a greater 
spiritual reality that is eter-
nal. If reality were only phys-
ical, then Paul’s suffering 
for the eternal would be the 
height of folly. Since there is 
a greater eternal reality, then 
any suffering we go through 

for the cause of Christ is rea-
sonable and necessary. 

Second, by faith we realize 
that God is greater than 

we are and He doesn’t have 
to explain Himself to us. It’s 
difficult not to know why 
things happen as they do. We 

yearn to know why cer-
tain things happen and 
why God allows or pro-
hibits as He does. While 
wanting to understand is 
natural, faith recogniz-
es that God is “able to 
do far more abundantly 
beyond all that we ask or 
think” (Eph. 3:20). God’s 
wisdom and knowledge 
are ultimately beyond 
our grasp (Rom. 11:33-
34). This should be ex-
pected, frankly, because 
God, being Who He is, 
will not be limited by 
our finite abilities. Faith, 
then, can look at God for 
Who He is and be con-
tent that God has the 
answers even if we don’t 
fully understand. 

Job is a perfect ex-
ample of this dilem-
ma. We see what Job 

didn’t see, and God never 
explained Himself to Job. He 
felt wronged and didn’t know 
why God allowed his suffer-
ing to happen. We hear the 
agony in his words. “Pity me, 
pity me, O you my friends, for 
the hand of God has struck 
me” (Job 19:21). Even so, Job 
wouldn’t give up his faith. 

“Therefore we do not lose 
heart, but though our out-
er man is decaying, yet our 
inner man is being renewed 
day by day. For momentary, 
light affliction is producing 
for us an eternal weight of 
glory far beyond all compar-
ison, while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at 
the things which are not seen; 
for the things which are seen 
are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eter-
nal.”



Continue in Job 19:23-27: 

Oh that my words were 
written!

Oh that they were inscribed 
in a book!

“That with an iron stylus 
and lead

They were engraved in the 
rock forever!

“As for me, I know that my 
Redeemer lives,

And at the last He will take 
His stand on the earth.

“Even after my skin is de-
stroyed,

Yet from my flesh I shall 
see God;

Whom I myself shall behold,
And whom my eyes will see 

and not another.
My heart faints within me! 

God didn’t need to explain 
Himself in order to be trust-
ed, and we get ourselves into 
trouble when we try to ex-
plain things away based upon 
our own ignorance. This is 
one reason why faith and pa-
tience go hand in hand. When 
we trust, we can persevere. 
When we trust, we can be pa-
tient. We may not understand 
why, but we can trust the One 
who does understand why. 

This also speaks to the fact 
that God doesn’t do things 
the way we expect or think. If 
God were confined only to our 
finite perspective, He would 
lack the ability and wisdom 
that He has. To box God in is 
really a form of idolatry. His 
ways and thoughts are not 

ours (Isa. 55:8-9). We are not 
His Lord; He is ours. Keeping 
that perspective is vital. 

Third, consider the exam-
ple of Abraham. As a test 

case of how this works and 
is all put together, consid-
er Abraham’s faith as it was 
demonstrated when he was 
told to sacrifice Isaac (Gen. 
22). Think about the problem 
presented: 

Abraham was told that Isaac 
was the child of the Promise. 
He was the one that Abraham 
and Sarah had waited for. 
They were generally patient, 
and sometimes impatient. 
They persevered. They strug-
gled. Isaac finally was born 
and the seed promise was 
being fulfilled. Then God told 
Abraham to take Isaac and 
offer him as a burnt offering. 

How can this be? How can 
God make this promise on 
the one hand, then tell Abra-
ham to offer him up as a sac-
rifice on the other? And how 
can God ask for a human sac-
rifice at all? 

From a purely material per-
spective, there is no way out 
of this problem. God is ask-
ing Abraham to kill the son of 
the promise, and this alone is 
repugnant. Is this not proof 
that the Bible is erroneous, 
brutish, and contradictory? If 
we approach this issue from 
the material perspective, it 
is understandable how one 
reaches such a conclusion. 

However, there is another 

path to this answer, and the 
real question here is, how 
does Abraham reconcile this 
apparent contradiction? The 
answer is by faith, but what 
does that entail here? 

Now think about this from 
Abraham’s perspective. What 
would you do? How would 
you respond? 

First, Abraham already had 
good reason to trust God. This 
is the first peg in the puzzle. 
He had already followed God 
instructions to move away 
from the land of his birth to 
go this new, promised land. 
Hebrews 11:8-10 explains: 

“By faith Abraham, when he 
was called, obeyed by going 
out to a place which he was 
to receive for an inheritance; 
and he went out, not know-
ing where he was going. By 
faith he lived as an alien in 
the land of promise, as in a 
foreign land, dwelling in tents 
with Isaac and Jacob, fellow 
heirs of the same promise; 
10 for he was looking for the 
city which has foundations, 
whose architect and builder 
is God.” 

Second, God made a prom-
ise and swore by an oath to 
Himself, and it is impossible 
that God would lie. God is 
faithful. This is the second of 
the pegs of the puzzle Abra-
ham was working with. He 
knew he could trust what God 
promised, so he knew that no 
matter what else was going to 
happen, Isaac was that child 
of promise and that wasn’t 

9
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going to change.  
Why? Because God’s prom-

ise was given as a covenant, 
and God gave Abraham the 
assurance of this covenant. 
Genesis 15 describes the ex-
tent to which the Lord went in 
order to show how serious He 
was about this covenant. By 
passing between the pieces 
of the animal, God was giving 
His word in such a way that 
bring a curse upon Himself if 
He failed to keep it. 

Hebrews 6:13-19 tells us: 
“For when God made the 
promise to Abraham, since 
He could swear by no one 
greater, He swore by Himself, 
saying, ‘I will surely bless 
you and I will surely multiply 
you.’ And so, having patient-
ly waited, he obtained the 
promise. For men swear by 
one greater than themselves, 
and with them an oath giv-
en as confirmation is an end 
of every dispute. In the same 
way God, desiring even more 
to show to the heirs of the 
promise the unchangeable-
ness of His purpose, inter-
posed with an oath, so that 
by two unchangeable things 
in which it is impossible for 
God to lie, we who have tak-
en refuge would have strong 
encouragement to take hold 
of the hope set before us. 
This hope we have as an 
anchor of the soul, a 
hope both sure and 
steadfast and one 
which enters 
within the 
veil…” 

The Hebrews writer also 
reminds us: “By faith even 
Sarah herself received abil-
ity to conceive, even beyond 
the proper time of life, since 
she considered Him faithful 
who had promised. There-
fore there was born even of 
one man, and him as good as 
dead at that, as many descen-
dants as the stars of heaven 
in number, and innumerable 
as the sand which is by the 
seashore” (Heb. 11:11-12). 

This is what Abraham was 
working with in his own mind. 
For him, the promise was be-
yond dispute. No wonder he 
could be called the friend of 
God! While Abraham didn’t 
always understand, he did 
continue to persevere be-
cause He did know that He 
could trust God. This is what 
he was bringing to the table 
of that sacrifice.  

Third, Abraham knew 
that God would always do 
what was right. Knowing 
that God will always 
do what is right is 
the third peg of 
working out the 
puzzle. Recall 
what Abra-

ham said when God told him 
that He would destroy Sodom 
and Gomorrah. He talked with 
God about not destroying the 
cities based on even a few 
righteous people should they 
be found. He asked, “Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth 
deal justly?” The problem, 
of course, was that there 
weren’t the righteous 
people there who could 
spare the cities. Nev-
ertheless, Abraham 
believed that God 
would do justice, 
that He would al-
ways do what is 
right. 

As Abra-
ham and 
Isaac ap-

Conclusion

Faith reconciles difficulties 
by understanding that reality is 
bigger than the physical, that 
God is greater than we, that we 
already have good reason to 
trust God, that God is true to 
His promises, that God will al-
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proached the place for sac-
rifice, Isaac asked, “where is 
the lamb for the burnt of-
fering?” (Gen. 22:7). Notice 
the faith presented by Abra-
ham’s reply: “God will pro-
vide for Himself the lamb 
for the burnt offering, my 
son” (22:8). “God will pro-
vide” is a statement that 
shows Abraham’s faith 
in the Lord to do what 
is right and just. Abra-
ham may not have 
fully understand how 

God would do it, 
but he trusted that 

God would take 
care of things in 

His own way. 
God will 

do what is 
right. He 

w o u l d 

handle things His way. It may 
not be how we would handle 
it, and we likely won’t even 
understand it all. Yet that is 
okay for the one who has this 
faith. We know that we can 
trust God. We believe in His 
promises. We know He will do 
what is right. 

Fourth, Abraham knew by 
faith that God was all pow-
erful. Abraham had good 
reason to trust God, and 
he knew that God’s cove-
nant was good. He knew God 
would provide. Now Abraham 
also knew that God was all 
powerful, and with this peg 
in place, Abraham could act 
with confidence that some-
how, some way, God would 
handle the outcome. If Abra-
ham were looking at this issue 
from a material perspective, 
he may well have concluded 
that there was no way to rec-
oncile God’s instructions here 
with God’s promises. Yet in 
Abraham’s mind, how he rec-
onciles this issue by faith is 

truly astonishing, espe-
cially for those times, 

as seen in Hebrews 
11:17-19: 

“By faith 
A b r a h a m , 

when he 
w a s 

test-

ed, offered up Isaac, and he 
who had received the prom-
ises was offering up his only 
begotten son; it was he to 
whom it was said, ‘In Isaac 
your descendants shall be 
called.’ He considered that 
God is able to raise people 
even from the dead, from 
which he also received him 
back as a type.” 

This is remarkable because 
the idea of personal resurrec-
tion wasn’t a common belief 
in the ancient world. People 
thought that when you died, 
you were dead and weren’t 
coming back bodily (as “res-
urrection” was not just a 
bodiless existence, but indi-
cates that the body would be 
alive again even if changed). 
As far as we know from the 
biblical text, Abraham was 
not told about resurrection 
but rather, by faith, drew the 
conclusion (inference) that 
God must have in mind rais-
ing Isaac from the dead if He 
truly intended for the sacri-
fice to be made. The only way 
Abraham could have done 
this was by the consideration 
of God’s power coupled with 
God’s promise. 

“He considered that God is 
able…” is a major statement 
of faith. Again, as Ephesians 
3:20 puts it, God is able to 
do far more than what we are 
capable of thinking. If we can 
keep this fresh in our minds, 
then we have the tools to be 

able to work through the 
difficulties and ques-

tions that come when 
we are thinking too 

materialistically. 

ways do the right thing, and that 
God is able. God is all-power-
ful. Once we see these points, 
we have the pegs in place to 
see that what we consider to 
be difficulties may indeed find 
greater answers than we at first 
might imagine.  MYF



Jesus taught the disci-
ples how to pray. His in-
structions are extremely 

simple. His prayer is easy to 
say. We must not over-com-
plicate the matter of prayer. 
We already find ourselves 
with a lack of ability to ful-
ly communicate with the Fa-
ther (Rom 8; 1 Cor 2). One of 
the most amazing things is 
that the king of the universe 
would allow us to approach 
Him with such simple ways. 
This simplicity does not de-
grade His presence or power. 
The simplicity shows His wis-
dom. From our perspective, 
however, we must be careful 
not to associate the prop-
er simplicity of prayer with a 
misunderstanding about His 
identity and Holiness. In our 
social conduct we are more 
formal with those who are 
more important, while com-
municating simply and basely 
with those of common sta-
tus. This must not be our ap-
proach to the Father. 

The first thing Jesus would 

have us recognize in prayer, 
is the identity of whom we are 
addressing. God could have 
chosen any number to titles 
to give Himself. There are a 
great many ways in which we 
can describe Him. In talking 
to Him, Jesus wants us to 
consider Him as Father. Jesus 
was what we may call an on-
ly-child. His close and special 
relationship with the Father 
gave Him motivation to re-
serve this for Himself. Rath-
er than keeping the Father 
to Himself, He wants us to 
share as brethren. The gospel 
story is summed up in Jesus 
coming to make us children 
of God (Gal 4). By addressing 
God as Father we ought to 
indeed be reminded of Jesus’ 
work to make it so. We honor 
Christ’s sacrifice and position 
by accepting His purpose. 

Who is the Father? 
Throughout the New Testa-
ment there are many prayers, 
not all of which are addressed 
to ‘Father’ but also to ‘Lord’. 
This also draws attention to 

Christ’s purpose and role as 
king. A proper understanding 
of God will allow for a variety 
of titles, with a unity of per-
sons. Jesus teaches in John 
14-17 that when we address 
Jesus, we address the Father. 
This, made possible by the 
Spirit, reminds us that God 
is one. Isaiah 63:15-64:12 
presents a plea to Yahweh as 
Father. Yet Jesus is also Yah-
weh. This interesting dynam-
ic does not make sense to 
our linear, three dimensional 
existence. This should not fill 
us with doubt, but humility 
and wonder. “Father” is not a 
name, but a description. We 
pray to the Father, bringing 
to mind the biblical mean-
ing of true fatherhood. There 
is one God, and always has 
been only one. Our prayers 
to Him are addressed to the 
same Holy God who appeared 
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
who lives in our hearts, and 
who died on a cross. 

The holiness of the Father 
is of primary importance. 

Teach Us To Pray
The Holy Father

by Luke Moyer
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In the Old Law, God’s holi-
ness demanded separation. 
He still called Israel His son. 
But even then, they could not 
approach Him without fear 
of being overcome by His 
holiness. Through Jesus’ in-
tercession, we can approach 
the throne with confidence. 
But this does not diminish 
His position, nor should we 
think less of His holiness. 
The aforementioned passage 
in Isaiah recognized the awe-
some holiness of God, but 
expects that His children can 
also be made holy. The Holi-
ness of our Father mandates 
that we be holy. Only through 
Jesus’ blood can we approach 
Him. 

What is the holiness of our 
Father? We may think of His 
separation, or His blame-
lessness. Jesus teaches what 
holiness is concerning His 
Fatherhood. In explaining 
prayer after modeling it, Je-
sus defines the Father’s 
goodness by His desire to 
provide for His children (Luke 

11:13). The Father’s holiness 
no longer separates us from 
Him. His holiness has always 
been apart of His desire to 
provide. We are profited the 
most by becoming holy as He 
is. Through Jesus we now can. 

Our Father is in heaven. Part 
of the recognition of His holi-
ness is that we are flesh, and 
can only see flesh, while He, 
in heaven, can see all things. 
We pray because we believe 
He can see and answer. Jesus 
portrays the Father as merci-
ful and loving, even moreso 
than we can be towards our 
own children. The biggest 
misunderstanding is who His 
children are. Jesus says that 
the Father loves those who 
keep His word (John 14:23). 
Finding favor with the Father 
is dependent on loving His 
son. 

The greatest gift the Father 
has to offer is His spirit. Je-
sus assures us that His spirit 
will dwell with His children. 
Through the Spirit we can 
call God our Father (Gal 4:6). 

Prayer becomes a full act of 
unity with God. Since all of 
God is involved with hearing 
our prayers, is it too much 
to ask for all of us? How can 
we, like the Pharisees, pray 
with selfish motives? Recog-
nizing what God is doing for 
us every time we pray should 
humble us to the appropri-
ate frame of mind. This sen-
timent of Jesus’ prayer is not 
limited to just the words. In 
every prayer we must build 
upon the foundation of holi-
ness. Our prayer should carry 
Jesus’ understanding of our 
Father and His holiness. 

13
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Our Father, the one who is in Heaven,  
may your name be holy.



It seems to me that so many 
members of Christ’s body 
have a grave misconception 
of the role of grace in our 
right-standing with God. Be-
cause of this many feel inse-
cure in their relationship with 
God. They tend to rely on their 
own righteousness, and, re-
alizing their frailties, imper-
fections, and short-comings, 
lose heart or become fearful 
that they might miss Heaven. 
The fact of our imperfection 
is precisely why God’s grace 
is provided and why it is so 
valuable in our lives. 

Why Law Cannot Produce 
Righteousness

In a law system such as we 
see in the Mosaical age, abso-
lute obedience is required in 
order to produce righteous-
ness. “For as many as are of 
the works of the Law are un-
der a curse; for it is written, 
‘Cursed is everyone who does 
not abide by all things written 

in the book of the law, to per-
form them.’ Now that no one 
is justified by the Law before 
God is evident; for ‘The righ-
teous man shall live by faith.’ 
However, the Law is not of 
faith; on the contrary, ‘He who 
practices them shall live by 
them’” (Gal. 3:10-12). Those 
who feel that right-standing 
comes only by law-keeping 
(any law) must face up to the 
consequences of their choice. 
That choice demands total 
and perfect law-keeping. “So 
you shall keep My statutes 
and My judgments, but which 
a man may live if he does 
them” (Lev. 18:8). If you miss 
one little point, you are a 
law-breaker (See James 2:10). 
Now, if you are a law-breaker, 
you are a sinner and are not 
“righteous” and cannot stand 
before God, but are under a 
curse (v. 10 above). “Cursed 
is he who does not confirm 
the words of this law by doing 
them” (Deut. 27:26). 

What Can Forgive Sin? 

 Law cannot forgive 
sin. You will have to rely on 
something other than law to 
have right-standing. The fact 
is that no one perfectly keeps 
the law (except Jesus). For 
that reason, “no one is justi-
fied by the law before God.” It 
is this realization of our fall-
ing short that often makes us 
miserable in our religion be-
cause we feel that we must 
render perfect obedience to 
be right, but we don’t! 

If we cannot obtain 
right-standing by law-keep-
ing, then by what means does 
it come? Enter the grace of 
God. You see, God loved us 
even when we were sinners 
(Rom. 5:6-9). That love pro-
vided a way through Jesus 
Christ who came and who died 
in our place and for our sins. 
“Christ redeemed us from 
the curse of the Law, having 
become a curse for us” (Gal. 
3:13). But how do we gain ac-
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cess into this grace and thus 
obtain righteousness? The 
answer is plain. It is by faith. 
Our text above says, “The 
righteous will live by faith.” 
Or to put it another way, “The 
man who is right with God by 
faith will live.” Paul stated it 
this way, “Therefore having 
been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom also we have obtained 
our introduction by faith into 
this grace in which we stand” 
(Rom. 5:1-2). The way of 
faith takes God at His word. It 
trusts Jesus and His sacrifice 
to take away our sins. When 
my faith leads me to genuine 
repentance and to a burial 
with Him in baptism, it is His 
blood that forgives and gives 
me a right-standing that I 
have not earned and do not 
deserve. Actually, what I have 

is an imputed righteousness 
(Rom. 4:5-8). It is not of debt 
but of grace that I am declared 
righteous. And, I might add, 
it is this grace which contin-
ually provides the blood of 
Christ by which I can daily 
stand in righteousness before 
God and have fellowship with 
Him (1 Jn. 1:7). 

Paul speaks of the “righ-
teousness of the law” (Rom. 
8:4). That is, the righteous-
ness which was demanded by 
the law and could only come 
by perfect law-keeping. Paul 
says that this right-stand-
ing that perfect law-keeping 
could have produced can be 
fulfilled in us. How? Remem-
ber, it doesn’t come by per-
fect obedience. Then how? 
By grace on God’s part and 
by our faith accessing that 
grace. When my faith leads 
me to repent and be baptized 

and to “walk according to the 
Spirit” (Rom. 8:4), then I have 
full faith that God’s grace ac-
cepts “such a worm as I” (Ps. 
22:6). Truly, I can praise Him 
for imputing to me a righ-
teousness, which I have not 
earned and be as Abraham of 
old, who “believed God, and it 
was reckoned to him as righ-
teousness” (Rom. 4:3). 

One other thought: God’s 
grace is not a license to sin. 
I cannot reason that since 
I am saved by grace that it 
doesn’t matter whether I try 
to follow His will or not. His 
will was given for the pur-
pose of our striving to follow 
it in our lives. Our faith takes 
Him at His word and seeks to 
walk in His way so long as we 
live. Understanding His grace 
helps to have full assurance 
as we walk humbly with our 
God. (1989) MYF
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