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Editor’s Notes
“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human 
institution... For you have been called for this purpose, 
since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an exam-
ple for you to follow in His steps... For you were contin-
ually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to 
the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.” 1 Peter 2:13, 
21, 25. 

As we pattern our lives after our Shepherd, we must look 
to the service He rendered. Every Christian is called to 
follow in His footsteps. Since we find Jesus, the Shep-
herd and Guardian of our Souls, giving up His life for 
the sheep, what are we to do? How can we think that we 
can sit back and demand others to serve us when Jesus 
so clearly gives us the best example for service? 

This culture is very focused on developing leaders. Lead-
ers are important. They help us accomplish tasks and 
fulfill goals. But in our pursuit of leaders we must not 
create a disparity of ‘class.’ This is particularly important 
within the church. It is not an accident that the leaders 
of a church are called ‘overseers’ and ‘pastors.’ Paul says 
to the elders at Ephesus: “Be on guard for yourselves and 
for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He 
purchased with His own blood.” The leaders of a church 
do not own the church. They are caretakers. Souls be-
long to Christ, the chief Shepherd. We must take care 
not to pursue leadership positions, thinking that we can 
rule over others and be served. Instead, we should be 
concentrating on developing servanthood qualities. 

Every Christian is to pursue the qualities of service. 
From among a flock of servants, God will see fit to ap-
point some as overseers. But from among a flock of am-
bitious, selfish, power seekers, there will be none fit to 
lead. In order to develop leaders we must first develop 
servants, for we must all serve one another through love. 
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Paul wrote, in Gala-
tians 5:13-15, “For you 
were called to freedom, 
brethren; only do not 

turn your freedom into an 
opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one an-
other. For the whole Law is 
fulfilled in one word, in the 
statement, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ 
But if you bite and devour 
one another, take care that 
you are not consumed by one 
another.”

“Through love serve one 
another” is the practical out-
working of the second great-
est command, “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 
That is, in order to show love, 
we must learn to serve. Ser-
vanthood, therefore, since it 
is connected to the second 
greatest command, is vital to 
our spiritual welfare. If we do 
not serve, we do not love. 

Of course, it is the Lord 
Christ whom we serve (Col. 
4:24). The implications of 
this, however, are tremen-
dous, for serving the Lord will 
necessarily mean following 
His example in serving oth-
ers. As Jesus said, “If I then, 
the Lord and the Teacher, 
washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s 
feet. For I gave you an exam-
ple that you also should do as 

I did to you” (John 13:14-15). 

“For even the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give His 
life a ransom for many” (Mark 
10:45). We’ll come back to 
this passage, but let’s just 
start with this basic point: 
Jesus is the Servant, the suf-
fering Servant, who demon-
strates what it means to have 
the mind of a servant who 
loves to the point of giving 
Himself completely. 

Are we up to the challenge 
of being servants? 

1Love, sacrifice, and ser-
vanthood: The heart of 
a servant is found in the 

sacrifice given. 

Jesus is the perfect exam-
ple. “Have this mind in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 2:5). What is that mind, 
but the mind of a servant who 
presented Himself as a sacri-
fice (see vv. 3-4, then 6-8). 
Notice how, in Jesus, we find 
the perfect harmony of love, 
sacrifice, and servanthood. 

This is exactly what we are 
called to show: love, sacrifice, 
and servanthood. See how 
Paul connects these ideas in 
Romans 12-13. We are to 
be living sacrifices (vv. 1-2), 
who demonstrates love in our 

service (vv. 7-13). Then no-
tice 13:7-10. What we owe 
to all men is love. This also 
means that what we owe is 
servanthood to all. This re-
quires humble love, doing no 
wrong to another, seeking to 
do good. 

See also the connection of 
this point to the marriage re-
lationship in Eph. 5:22-33. 
Love is connected to sacrifice 
and servanthood. While we 
often stress the submission 
of the woman to the headship 
of man, we must not miss 
this point: the man who loves 
his wife as Christ loved the 
church will be a living sacri-
fice who serves His wife. 

Marriage is a picture of 
Christ and the church. Now 
since marriage existed from 
the beginning (Gen. 2:24), 
then marriage is intended to 
be a reflection of God’s re-
lationship with His people. It 
is a covenant relationship in 
which love is expressed and 
unity exemplified. We live in 
a culture that has corrupted 
this. Marriage is not seen in 
the context of a covenant re-
lationship with God first. It is 
seen as something to be ma-
nipulated for our own pur-
poses, turned into a political 
issue. But the reason mar-
riage exists at all is because 
God put it into place as a re-
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flection of His holy nature. 

The extent of God’s love 
in this desired relationship is 
seen in His sacrifice. We are 
pointing out here that the 
heart of a servant is found 
in the sacrifice given. Jesus 
is the true, suffering Servant. 
Let’s go back to Phil. 2:6-8 
and ask, “Of what did Jesus 
empty Himself?” The answer 
is simply, “Himself.” 

How should this character-
ize marriage? Marriage is not 
a 50/50 arrangement. It is be 
characterized by two people 
becoming one, both of whom 
give themselves. Not part of 
themselves. Not something of 
themselves. But themselves. 
Fully. Completely. Without 
reservation. This is the heart 
of servanthood. It is unself-
ish, willing to die to self, and 
treat the other as more im-
portant than self. There is no 
selfish ambition. There is no 
empty conceit. There is hu-
mility, love, and service for 
the interest of the other. 

If we are concerned to be 
living sacrifices, not con-
formed to this world, then it 
needs to begin in the home, 
where husband and wife are 
living sacrifices for each oth-
er, not conformed to the 
worldly concepts of love and 
marriage, but fully engaged 
and committed as servants 
toward each other.

2 The focus on developing 
servants is greater than 
that of developing lead-

ers. 

I realize that we often fo-
cus on the idea of develop-
ing leadership, and I wouldn’t 
diminish that need, properly 
understood. The problem is 
that we must be very careful 
not to get our ideas of lead-
ership from the secular world 
rather than from Christ. 

This is a problem the Cor-
inthians were apparently hav-
ing. They were enamored with 
leaders, but failed to see what 
was most important. Paul re-
minds them: 

“What then is Apollos? 
And what is Paul? Servants 
through whom you believed, 
even as the Lord gave oppor-
tunity to each one. I planted, 
Apollos watered, but God was 
causing the growth. So then 
neither the one who plants 
nor the one who waters is 
anything, but God who caus-
es the growth” (1 Cor. 3:5-7). 

“Let a man regard us in this 
manner, as servants of Christ 
and stewards of the mysteries 
of God” (1 Cor. 4:1). Paul saw 
himself as a servant, and this 
is a much greater need than 
one seeing self as a leader.

Let’s come back to Mark 
10:35-45 and notice the 
context of the in-fighting of 
the disciples as they were 
looking for positions of lead-
ership, authority, and power. 
They completely missed what 
it meant to be disciples of the 
true Lord. The point is that 
our focus really ought to be 
in developing servants Let’s 
notice the point in Ephesians 
4:11-12: 

“And He gave some as apos-
tles, and some as prophets, 
and some as evangelists, and 
some as pastors and teach-
ers, 12 for the equipping of 
the saints for the work of ser-
vice, to the building up of the 
body of Christ.” 

The reason for these teach-
ers is to equip all disciples to 
serve. Each of us are minis-
ters and servants. Each of 
us needs to learn to develop 
ourselves as servants. Now 
someone might say, “Yes, but 
a true servant is also a lead-
er.” So be it. But not all lead-
ers are servants. If we want 
the kind of leaders who are 
godly, then we need to focus 
on developing servants first. 

In the world we see all kind 
of leadership classes, leader-
ship articles, and leadership 
materials, but when do we 
see a servanthood class and 
servanthood materials. Lead-
ers are a dime a dozen in the 
world. Servants are far more 
rare. They aren’t the same. 

In Christ’s church, however, 
servants ought to be norm, 
not the exception. Any lead-
ership model among God’s 
people that is not patterned 
after love, sacrifice, and ser-
vice will fall woefully short. 
Notice again that Jesus did 
not say, “I came to lead…” He 
said, “I came to serve.” If the 
Lord Himself, the One who 
has all authority and power, 
came to serve, and we are 
to have the mind of Christ 
(Phil. 2:5), then all of us are 
to seek to be servants. When 
we start fighting with each 
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other, vying for positions of 
honor and power, failing to 
show love and sacrifice, then 
we are no longer disciples 
of Jesus. Through love serve 
one another. Let’s focus on 
developing ourselves as ser-
vants. The Christ-like ser-
vants will then be the leaders 
God wants, and they will lead 
through serving. 

Now let’s bring this back 
to the home. What kind of 
leader does God want in the 
home, men? A tyrant? Or a 
servant who sacrifices? What 
kind of leader is Jesus? What 
kind of love does He show 
the church? Let Ephesians 
5 inform us. Let us become 
servants who sacrifice, and 
so lead through servanthood. 

This also challenges the 
way that biblical headship 
and submission are charac-
terized by the world. Submis-
sion does not indicate inferi-
ority. It does not mean that 
Paul hated women. Look at 
how he tells the men to treat 
their wives: as Christ loved 
the church and gave Him-
self up for it. No greater act 
of servanthood and sacrifice 
can be found than what Christ 
did. He provides the soft 
landing for us as His church, 
for people who are sick and 
tired of the world and need 
peace: “Come to Me, all who 
are weary and heavy- laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take 
My yoke upon you and learn 
from Me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For 
My yoke is easy and My bur-
den is light.” (Matt. 11:28-

30). 

We find rest for our souls in 
Christ. Husbands and wives 
ought to be able to find rest 
in each other. We are not to 
be heavy-handed, but gen-
tle and humble, providing 
rest for the weariness of the 
world. The home, more than 
any place, should be that 
direct reflection of our re-
lationship with Christ. This 
is the leadership we need to 
develop. 

3 Seeking servanthood will 
result in unity among 
like-minded brethren in 

Christ. 

Let’s go back to Ephesians 
4. Verses 11-12 tell us what 
we all are to equipped to 
serve, but then notice what’s 
said next: “until we all attain 
to the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to a mature man, to 
the measure of the stature 
which belongs to the fullness 
of Christ” (vs. 13). 

It is difficult to be divided 
when we are all working hard 
to serve each other. If we all 
strove for servanthood in-
stead of recognition, we could 
avoid the petty jealousies that 
come from feeling that others 
are more important or have 
more significant roles than 
we do. As servants, it matters 
not whether one is a preach-
er or a simple encourager. It 
matters not whether one is 
male or female, if serving is 
the goal. Servants who are 
immersed in God’s word are 
concerned simply with being 
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the servants God intends, re-
gardless of the specific tasks 
assigned within that con-
text. If we all strove for love 
instead of power, we could 
avoid the problems that arise 
from thinking others some-
how need to pay more atten-
tion to us than we need to pay 
to them. Service, love, and 
sacrifice are what all of us can 
supply, and virtues toward 
which all of us can strive. 

When we focus on the spe-
cific tasks given to different 
people (preach, teach, shep-
herd, etc.), and lose sight of 
servanthood, then we start 
fussing and fighting over who 
gets to be the leaders and 
who gets the recognition. We 
get upset if some get to do 
a particular job, while others 
are relegated to another role. 
However, if we are all sim-
ply striving to be servants, 
in whatever capacity and role 
we can supply according to 
Scripture and ability, then we 
can move past the “some are 
more privileged than others 
and I don’t get to do any-
thing” mentality. 

The religious world is filled 
with strife over questions of 
the roles of men and women 
in leadership positions in the 
church. We are seeing women 
preachers and pastors based 
on the argument that we are 
all equal and there are no 
real distinctions to be made 
in roles. If we say that men 
are to preach, then we are 
somehow demeaning women. 
The mistake here is thinking 
that the one who preaches 
is somehow more important 
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than the woman who quiet-
ly influences her children to 
serve the Lord. The mental-
ity places one position to be 
higher than another, and if 
we can’t do that, then we are 
second-class citizens in the 
kingdom. 

Nothing could be further 
from the truth, and if we un-
derstand biblical servant-
hood, we can avoid the divi-
sions that come from seeking 
power over others and misun-
derstanding how roles work 
within the body of Christ. 

The elder is as much a ser-
vant as is the sister who writes 
cards and sits with the sick. 
The preacher is as much as a 
servant as is the one who qui-
etly prepares the Lord’s Sup-
per or makes a point to be an 
encourager to those who are 
struggling. The one who qui-
etly visits others is as import-
ant as the one who stands in 
front of an audience to teach. 

The woman who perseveres 
in raising godly children is 
as important, if not more so, 
than the man who can pray 
in public or give a talk before 
the Lord’s Supper. We need to 
quit elevating what people do 
publicly to be more important 
than what people do quietly 
and privately before the Lord. 
We need to quit thinking that 
those whose names appear 
in leadership roles are more 
important than the ones who 
will never stand before an 
audience or have their names 
mentioned in any public ser-
vice. 

All of these roles are need-
ed, and all stand before God 
in the very same place as ser-
vants fulfilling their steward-
ships. None is more honored 
than the other; none is more 
important than the other, and 
none are rewarded more than 
another. It’s only when we el-
evate certain roles as being 
more significant and privi-

leged that we set ourselves 
up for the bickering, jealou-
sies, and divisions that will 
inevitably follow (see 1 Cor. 
12:4ff; Rom. 12:4-5). 

Think about this with re-
spect to the home: “It is dif-
ficult to be divided when we 
are all working hard to serve 
each other.” If we are serving 
one another, sacrificing for 
each other, loving as Christ 
loves, will we ever see the 
divorces, the broken homes, 
and in-fighting that so often 
occurs in homes? If we strove 
for servanthood over recog-
nition and power, how will 
this transform our homes? 
Will we fight over who is in 
charge? Will we see the pet-
ty jealousies? Will we fuss and 
fight about the roles God has 
given the husband and wife? 

The husband is as much a 
servant in his role and work 
as is the wife who manag-
es the home. The children 
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will be as much servants as 
the parents who strive to 
train them in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord. 
Cleaning the house will be no 
less important than bringing 
home a paycheck. Raising 
and even staying home with 
children will not be seen as 
demeaning, but as a sacrifice 
built on servanthood. The 
family will be one. The uni-
ty will be obvious. Husband 
and wife, and even children, 
will be co-workers, co-ser-
vants, all offering up them-
selves as living sacrifices for 
God and each other. This will 
transform every relationship, 
from mothers and daughters 
to fathers and sons, or moth-
ers and sons with fathers and 
daughters. 

A home modeled on the 
sacrificial service of Jesus will 
be a united home. It will be 
exactly what God wants it to 
be. Taking back the home in 
a culture of corruption will 

not be done through political 
power. It will be done through 
sacrificial service that is 
grounded in Christ and the 
biblical worldview. Now, as 
much as at any time, we are 
in need of the lesson taught 
by Jesus: 

“They came to Capernaum; 
and when He was in the 
house, He began to question 
them, ‘What were you dis-
cussing on the way?’ But they 
kept silent, for on the way 
they had discussed with one 
another which of them was 
the greatest. Sitting down, He 
called the twelve and said to 
them, ‘If anyone wants to be 
first, he shall be last of all and 
servant of all.’ Taking a child, 
He set him before them, and 
taking him in His arms, He 
said to them, ‘Whoever re-
ceives one child like this in 
My name receives Me; and 
whoever receives Me does not 
receive Me, but Him who sent 
Me’” (Mark 9:33-37). 

Note especially the phrase 
“servant of all” (vs. 35). “Ser-
vant of all” should be our goal, 
and this can be accomplished 
behind the scenes as much as 
in front of the crowds. Put it 
in perspective. If we are going 
to think in terms of “out-do-
ing” one another, then let it 
not be in who gets the rec-
ognition and power; rather, 
let it be in giving one another 
preference in honor (cf. Rom 
12:10). Let it be in who gets 
to serve others without need-
ing to be recognized for it. 

Conclusion
Love, sacrifice, and servan-
thood are all integrally tied 
together. What we owe to-
ward others is love, which re-
quires the heart of a servant. 
Yet this should not surprise 
Christians who understand 
that our Lord, whom we are 
seeking to imitate, demon-
strated the true heart of the 
Servant. MYF



We enjoy freedom 
in many ways. For 
most of us, we en-

joy the freedom given by 
our country. This freedom 
includes things like choice 
of religion, choice of rec-
reation, right of ownership, 
right to safety, etc. Desire 
for freedom is ingrained in 
our makeup as humans. It 
is even part of the gospel 
itself. But let us make sure 
that we do not lose sight of 
the limitations of freedom. 
How can freedom have lim-
itations? Does that not con-
tradict itself? Even in a free 
society, we still submit our-
selves to laws. These laws 
are placed to maintain free-
dom for all. If we never limit 
our own freedom, we shall 
inevitably infringe upon the 
freedom of others. We rec-
ognize this to be the case 
with physical kingdoms. Let 
us make sure to keep this in 
mind with the kingdom of 
heaven. If we do not restrain 
our lusts, we shall infringe 
upon the glory of God. This 
violation of His glory brings 
death and chains. Without 
restriction we would not 
have freedom. 

You will always be en-
slaved to something. There 
is no getting around this. 
“No one can serve two mas-
ters… he will hate the one 
and love the other. You can-
not serve God and wealth.” 
Matt 6:24. Service is the key 
to whom we designate as 
our master. When we make 
choices for selfishness and 
pride we are enslaving our-
selves to sin. “Everyone who 
commits sin is the slave 
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of sin.” John 8:34. When we 
commit ourselves to submis-
sion to God then we are made 
free from sin by being en-
slaved to God. “Having been 
freed from sin you became 
slaves of righteousness” Ro-
mans 6:18. To suggest that 
we can live outside of sub-
mission to both God and sin 
is ignorance. Without Christ, 
we have no access to life. 

Sin Pays in Death. It is a 
tough master. It deceives us 
into thinking that we can live 
without restrictions. No rules, 
no laws, just do whatever you 
want! “When you were slaves 
of sin, you were free in re-
gard to righteous-
ness.” Romans 6:20. 
The problem is that 
when the ‘bill comes 
due’ it will extract all 
freedom from you by 
delivering the death 
penalty. “The wag-
es of sin is death.” 
Romans 6:23. What 
we also find is that sin does 
not allow us to do what we 
want. It forces us to continue 
in self-destructive lusts, and 
allows no option for escape. 
“To those who are defiled 
and unbelieving, nothing is 
pure, but both their mind and 
their conscience are defiled, 
they profess to know God, 
but by their deeds they deny 
Him.” Titus 1:15-16. Under 
the master of sin, we have no 
choice but to keep sinning. 
“The good that I want to do, 
I do not do, but I practice the 
very evil that I do not want.” 
Romans 7:19. This is not 
freedom. 

Jesus gives freedom. “The 
free gift of God is eternal life 

in Christ.” Romans 6:23. “It 
was for freedom that Christ 
set us free, therefore keep 
standing firm and do not be 
subject again to a yoke of 
slavery.” Galatians 5:1. This 
is not physical freedom from 
earthly masters or earthly 
laws. Nor is this freedom to 
think or behave however we 
want to in regards to salvation 
or worship. This is freedom 
from sin and the death which 
it mandates. Christ allows us 
to break from the patterns 
that lead to death and grants 
us the choice to love and be 
righteous. 

How does freedom require 
restriction? Jesus tells us that 
obedience to God’s will is 
how we prove our love (John 
14:15, 21, 23-24). If we do 
not obey God, then we have 
no love for Him. How can we 
obey without law? How can 
we submit to God if He al-
lows us to do whatever we 
want? The only way to love 
God is to submit to His will. 
This requires a will to sub-
mit to. It requires that we will 
choose to give up what we 
want and instead to what He 
wants. “For the flesh sets its 
desire against the spirit, and 
the spirit against the flesh; 
for these two are in opposi-
tion to one another, so that 

you may not do the things 
you please.” Galatians 5:17. 
Freedom through Christ does 
not mean that we are with-
out restrictions. Rather, He 
gives us the choice to submit 
ourselves or serve ourselves. 
Whenever we chose selfish-
ness, we are enslaving our-
selves to our desires. When 
we willingly submit to the 
laws of God, we are showing 
mastery over our desires. 

Eternal life is eternal free-
dom. This freedom is not 
to do as we please, but it is 
the freedom to serve. “For 
you were called to freedom, 
brethren, do not turn your 

freedom into an op-
portunity for the 
flesh, but through 
love serve one anoth-
er.” Galatians 5:13. 
“Be devoted to one 
another in love; give 
preference to one 
another in honor.” 
Romans 12:10. Call-

ing ourselves bondservants 
of God is not contrary to the 
freedom He offers. Being a 
bondservant of God means 
being made free from the 
master of sin. This freedom 
is true freedom, for it grants 
us eternal life. It grants us the 
choice of righteousness. It 
grants us the opportunity to 
love God and love the breth-
ren by self denial and service. 
When we try to rid the ‘shack-
les’ or ‘bonds’ which God has 
laid out based on His righ-
teousness, then we run head-
long into the yoke of sin and 
death. Let us be truly free in 
Christ. Choose love. Choose 
service. 

“Paul, a bondservant of Christ,” 
“James, a bondservant of God,” 
“Peter, a bondservant of Jesus,” 
“Jude, a bondservant of Jesus.”

LUKE MOYER
MYF
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An ample prayer would 
be to stick to the first 
line of Jesus’ model. 

Fully recognizing who God 
is, and what He has done 
for us ought to be enough 
to enrich our minds. There 
is more to prayer, however, 
than just praise. Although 
praise is never amiss, prayer 
of scripture actually carries 
other connotations. Prayer 
is petition. Beyond just our 
own experience, there are 
greater things to ask for. Be-
fore requesting or expecting 
anything for ourselves, Jesus 
wants us to keep God’s king-
dom foremost in mind. 

The wording “Your king-
dom come” has several valid 
meanings. First, we should 
realize that the construction 
is the same as the previous 
statement in Jesus’ prayer. 
“Let Your kingdom come” 
is consistent with “let Your 

Name be holy.” This isn’t us 
giving God permission to do 
so. This is our request that 
He do it. These statements 
are both passive and active in 
application. The effect is that 
we understand God guides 
these things, while allow-
ing for us to be the channel 
to accomplish them. “Sancti-
fy your name,” and “bring in 
Your kingdom” retain God as 
the subject in one sense, but 
at the same time “Let Your 
name be Holy,” and “let Your 
kingdom come,” let us par-
ticipate. Bringing in the king-
dom is within God’s power 
and right. Let us not forget 
that He has seen fit to use us 
to do so. Fighting it will do no 
good, therefore asking for it 
ensures that we are not fight-
ing against Him. 

Matthew’s parallel phrase 
is “your will be done.” God’s 
kingdom is bigger than heav-

en and bigger than us. Jesus 
equates God’s kingdom with 
His will, both on earth and in 
heaven. Before we can begin 
to pray for things we desire, 
we must first try to ensure that 
our will is not in conflict with 
His. Choosing God’s king-
dom over those of the earth is 
more difficult than it sounds. 
We apply for citizenship, and 
are granted rights through Je-
sus, but must still live in this 
earthly, sinful world until we 
are called. We don’t have the 
immediate benefit of living in 
heaven yet. We must resolve 
to make this earthly realm 
as close to heaven as possi-
ble. This is not about politics; 
this is about our hearts. To 
make His Will (His Kingdom) 
foremost in our hearts we 
must deny what we want and 
choose the Father’s will. 

We may struggle with 
knowing what God’s will is. 

“Bring in Your kingdom: let your will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.”
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How can we know what His 
kingdom demands when we 
are still on earth? Sometimes 
we complicate the matter. Je-
sus explains the simplicity of 
the kingdom after His prayer 
in Matt 6-7. The kingdom is: 
forgiveness, trust, and fruit/
obedience. We can be sure 
that we are living in God’s 
kingdom if these are our 
foundation. Entrance to the 
kingdom begins with forgive-
ness. Jesus’ blood becomes 
the mode of our redemption. 
This transfers us from the do-
main of darkness into light. 
Forgiveness is salvation. 

We cannot serve two mas-
ters. Once we are forgiven we 
must choose to follow and 
trust God. Worry places con-
fidence and trust in the king-
doms of men. When we seek 
first God’s kingdom, there 
is no reason to worry. Worry 
becomes a horrible master if 

we quit trusting in God. We 
cannot dwell in the kingdom 
of worry and in God’s king-
dom simultaneously. Stress, 
surely, will be a part of every 
Christian’s life. But we must 
not let our stresses pull our 
trust away from God. When 
we pray that God’s will be 
done on earth, we are praying 
in trust that His will is better 
than our own. Once we begin 
to think we know better than 
God, we will trust ourselves 
and not want His kingdom 
anymore. 

Every plant worth its leaves 
produces fruit. So is the king-
dom of God. Jesus says that 
we will know the value of our 
work when we see its fruit. We 
must anchor onto His word in 
order to build a solid founda-
tion. The final test of our cit-
izenship is our obedience to 
His word. Through the word 
we may withstand any trial. 

Without it we will crumble. 
Our prayer for His Kingdom 
is a prayer for the Gospel to 
spread, a prayer that He will 
provide, and a prayer that He 
would give us the strength to 
stand firm. 

Jesus’ sacrifice was summed 
up in His own words: “Your 
will be done.” Through this 
act Jesus brought salvation, 
provided an eternal home, 
and showed the highest obe-
dience. God wills for all men 
to be saved and come to a 
knowledge of the truth. Jesus 
died so that His will might 
save us. Our will ought, then, 
to reflect Jesus’. We cannot 
save, but we can share the 
knowledge of the truth. If we 
pray that His will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven, we 
need to concede to that au-
thority and be willing to serve 
it and spread it. 
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In That Little, 
Old, Country 

Church House
by Forrest D. Moyer
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I spent the first few years of my life in a little country 
town (population: 175 or thereabouts). It was a dry-
land farming area although my dad was not a farmer. 
He was a painter and paperhanger and did most of 

his work in a “big town” (population: ca. 5,000) which 
was about eight miles away. He drove his Model T Ford 
into “town” to work. Later he got a Model A. My parents 
were members of the Lord’s church and met with nearly 
100 others in a little country church building that they 
built with their own hands. There are many things that I 
remember from my childhood in this little, old, country 
church house. 

I remember being taught to sit quietly during the ser-
mon. One time Daddy took me out for some misbehav-
ior and was “making it pop” before he was out the door 
(no such thing as a nursery in those days). He brought 
me back in immediately. (I still think that’s the way it 
ought to be done — no playing around in a nursery. The 
nursery is for infants and their needs — not a place for 
older children to play.) In a few minutes my cousin, who 
was one day younger than I, misbehaved and his mother 
started out with him. He had people chuckling by yelling, 
“Mama, don’t whip me like uncle Pete did Forrest!” The 
point is we learned to behave. And we learned to sing. 
We were given a songbook to hold before we learned to 
read. That set the precedent. We learned the words. I 
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think it is a tragedy that of-
ten today little children are 
not taught to sing. They play 
rather than sing. 

Another thing I learned in 
the old country church house 
was respect for Bible authori-
ty. The brethren just wouldn’t 
do anything without finding 
it in the Word. The preach-
ers were Bible preachers. 
They were scripture-quoting 
preachers. Later, after I had 
obeyed the gospel, we moved 
into “town” and began at-
tending worship there. There, 
too, I was impressed with the 
need for Bible authority. In 
fact, painted on a large wood-
en open “Bible” high above 
the pulpit were two verses — 
one on one side and the next 
on the other side. One verse 
was Deut. 4:2: “Ye shall not 

add to the word which I com-
mand you this day, neither 
shall ye diminish ought from 
it...” The other was Col. 3:17: 
“Whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord.” Today, more than ever 
we need to emphasize Bible 
authority. Only by following 
what is in the Book can we be 
pleasing to God. 

I learned the importance of 
obedience to the Lord. I re-
member seeing numerous 
people “come forward” during 
the invitation to be baptized. 
We had no baptistry. There 
was a “tank” (a small lake 
where cows would come for 
water) on brother Gaither’s 
place. That’s where we went 
for baptizing. I remember 
so well when I went forward 
during the singing of “Softly 

and Tenderly,” tears flowing 
uncontrollably, to confess Je-
sus as my Lord. That after-
noon we went out to the lit-
tle lake and my brother Lloyd 
(who was preaching there at 
that time — his first place to 
preach) and I waded out into 
the pond and he baptized me. 
As I came out of the water the 
brothers and sisters on the 
bank were singing, “O Hap-
py Day!” It was a happy day. 
I pledged to follow my God. 
Oh, how I wish I could have 
always lived by that childlike 
faith! That’s how I try to live 
now — I learned it in the old, 
country church house. 

I learned about prayer 
there, also. On Wednesday 
nights we had “prayer meet-
ing.” And we prayed — sever-
al of the godly farmers would 
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word sincere prayers to God. 
Sometimes the grammar was 
poor, but the prayers were 
great and God heard them. 
You see, it is not so much the 
exact words but the intent 
of the heart that helps our 
prayers go to the Lord.

 
I preached my first sermon 

in that old country church 
house. My efforts must have 
been so very feeble. My 
mother thought I was about 
as good as Horace Busby, but 
she was a little prejudiced. 
But the brethren “put up” 
with me for over a year, and 
even though I was a teenager, 
I preached there every Sun-
day. I might add that sever-
al other preachers came out 

of that little country church. 
Several years ago Lloyd was 
talking about how many 
thousands had been baptized 
by preachers who came out of 
that church. 

It was not so much the old 
wooden building (it is no lon-
ger there) that meant so much 
to me — it was the people 
who taught and encouraged 
me. It was the people who 
lived simple, mostly poor, 
but dedicated lives. It was the 
people who were warm and 
hospitable. It was the peo-
ple who were faithful. Many 
of them came to services in 
a wagon drawn by horses or 
mules. Many of them walked. 
Some had cars. But they were 

there because they loved the 
Lord and wanted to go to 
Heaven. That taught me more 
than anything. As I remember 
brother Horace Hill leading 
“Watching You” and hear Will 
McElroy sing bass and broth-
er Phillips pray, tears come 
to my eyes and I wish I could 
hear them again. They are 
all dead now, but, you know, 
some day I expect to hear 
and see them again in that 
better land over on the oth-
er side, as we used to sing, 
“When I Get to the End of the 
Way.” Thank God that I grew 
up going to that old, coun-
try church house where Mom 
and Dad taught me to love 
the Lord. 
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